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DISSERTATION: 


VPON THE =— 
SUPPOSED EXISTENCE - nl 
OF A 


MokaL Law of Narunr, 


as 2 — 0 
= ä — — 


AND UPON THE 
BziNG of a : TRIUNE GOD, 


Wherda' Mean 


That th Idea of the former is not to be found in 
Scripture, and is contrary to Reaſon: And that 
the latter is contained in Scripture, and is not 
contrary to Reaſon. 
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„ Price One * 


| To the Right Reverend 


The Lord Biſhop of OA FORD. 


My LoRD,. 


"HAT your. Lordſhip may know Ulle 

1 kind of a man it is that writes to you, 
I muſt beg your Lordſhip's indulgence to in- 
form you, he has read the writings of the Ca- 
baliſts, Myſtics, Alchymiſts, Mythologiſts and 


Deiſts, and was greatly bewildered thereby 5 


but moſt of all by the anſwers to the laſt : for 
he received more damage by the lame defences _ 
of Chriſtianity, than by the ſhrewdeſt attacks 
of its enemies. Thus obſcured, he quittcd his 
courſe of reading for the moral and natural 
philoſophers, and the modern commentators 
of ſcripture : they bewildered him ten times 
more; the philoſophers taught a lie for truth; 
and the commentators granting more than 
the moral philoſophers asked, and finding 
their own ae turned upon them, and 
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themſelyes nearly. demoliſhed, were forced 


to go over to the enemies camp. The. 


author was an enquiring ſpectator till paſt 
the forty fifth year of his life; nor knew 
who was right or who was wrong, but was 
ſtrongly inclises to conclude they were all 


_ wrong; becauſe he could not conceive an 


infigitely. wiſe God would create 4 world 
of immortals, and leave them to grope thus 
in the dark. He is a man of a common 
ſhare of that common ſenſe which is to be 
found in the reyelation of God 5 but he could 
never conceive the word of God and his 
works could diſagree; that their diſagreement 


once granted, there ends all certainty in di- 


vinity and philoſophy for ever. To fee and 
be able to demonſtrate this agreement, is the 
height, the ſummit of learning ; and all learn- 
ing that has not that tendency, or leads from 
that, as it ſmothers the mind in ignorance, 
fo it plunges its profeſſors in immorality. 


"Thoſe, therefore, whoſe earth- born, homeſpun 


ſchemes, and whoſe skill is employ d to de- 
ſtroy this divine and ſalutary connection, by 
ſetting up a ſtandard of natural philoſophy, 


which puts the control upon common ſenſe 


and the ſeriptures; a ſtandard of moral fir- 


rat and * revelation ſtoop to it; 2 


law 
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ij of kiture as the foundiien d ons: 


ſtianity and the revelation of God, I cannot 
help comparing to Owls, who arraign the 
Eagle for blindneſs, and in the twilight try 
him at their on bar. How far this has been 
the caſe for more than ſeventy years paſt, and 
eontinues to be the caſe ſtill, and that the fruits 
of it have been a deluge of immorality, ſhewing 
elf in corruption, perjury, ſubornation, 
dtunkenneſs, debauchery, bribery, Gomorean 
wickedneſs, infidelity, and every conceivable 
abomination, till vice is reduced to a ſyſtem, 
and gloried in, your Lordſhip cannot but 
have obſerved. And, as it is much in your 
Lordſhip's power, and is your proper pro- 
Vince, to lead us out of this gloom, I doubt 
not but you will exert yourſelf to reftore ns to 
the light and liberty of the Goſpel, by ſtarving 
thoſe weeds in God's vineyard, -and thereby 
fave a once glorious kingdom, now ſinking 
into the groſſeſt Heatheniſm. 
The author has converſed th "his rilne with 
a great number of learned men, and, for more 
- than twenty years paſt, never forgot to inquire _ 
of them concerning thoſe moral fitneſſes the 
 Moraliſts make ſiich._a rout about, and con- 
cerning the moral law of nature: the former 
appears, upon the moſt exact enquiry, and 


upon 


SS 


(vi) LS 
upon the higheſt evidence, to be only a jumble | 
of fooleries which our infidels have got into 
their heads, without knowing what to make 
of them. The latter, by the ſame inquiry, 
and upon the ſame evidence, appears to be an 
high-ſounding word, that means nothing; a 
phantom, that has no exiſtence but in the 
brains of men, who never knew what it was 
to think; a blaſt of wind, puff d at the revela- 
tion of God; a ſtinking vapour, riſing from 
the bottomleſs pit, to extinguiſh the light of 
the Goſpel. The Author preſumes upon his 
being a. competent judge here, and that he 

can diſtinguiſh between the truth and falſity 
of any thing in the written revelation of 
God, and a learned conjecture about it; be- 
tween reaſon and romance, between truth and 
a fiction. He has caſt off many of the preju- 
dices of his education, and hopes he has em- 
braced no dangerous ones in their ſtead.. He 
preſumes, my Lord, that the written reve- 
lation f God was given to be the rule of our 
faith and manners, to reſtrain the exorbitance 
of our appetites; to curb our enthuſiaſms; to 
regulate our waking dreams, &c. And, ſince 
the happineſs of each rational creature conſiſts 
in his ncarneſs to God, it is inconceivable to 
think the doctrines of his revelation ſhould 
2 . = 


Fo 6 vii ) | 
not effect this end better than a Whinsbenl law 
of nature, and a ſlippery fitneſs of things, which 
every man makes unfit as ſoon as he diſlikes 

their fitneſs: mens wranglings about right 
and wrong, wars, law-ſuits, &c. their di- 
ſtreſſing each other about a little property, 

are too ſolemn proofs of this. And, ſince 
the happineſs of the individual is interrupted 
while he is in full- carecr after any temporal 
good, or anxiouſly afraid of loſing it; ſince 
there is no peace to be had below while 
the man has any thing to hope for, or any 

| thing to fear below; that the peace of the 
mind depends upon a ſubmiſſion to, and an 
acquieſcence in the will of God, in his choice 
of that lot for us, as the beſt in our preſent 
circumſtances; and ſince it has pleaſed God to 
give us an explicit revelation of his will, for 
the rule of our thoughts and actions; can the 
policy of hell deviſe any thing more contrary 
to our peace and happineſs, more likely to 
alienate our minds from that revelation, than to 
put an imaginary ſyſtem of natural laws, moral 
fitneſſes, &c. into our hands, and perſwade us 
to judge of, and ſet them up as our directory? 
Is not this burning my maſter's inſtructions, and 
then ſurmiſing what buſineſs he would have 
me perform, and how I ſhall execute it to pleaſe 
him? How would this be approved of in a 


politic 


33 ä 
nm 3 
politic government! The ſcripture is the only 
rule to direct us to walk in paths of peace, 
and perform an acceptable obedience to God. 
not then audacious to introduce a ſuccedancum 
of natural moralities, &c. of our own cons. 
triving, to ſupercede the ſcriptures, to infringe 
or inlarge the limits preſcribed in them, re- 
ſpecting the doctrine of faith or morality? 1 
think, my Lord, I am not miſtaken heres 
nor have I miſs d the point; for, if we have 
an in- born, natural law, (and if it be not in- 
born it is not natural) if our reaſon can dixeſt 
us, the ſcriptures may puzzle, perplex, and 
put us out; but they cannot help us. That 
the law which God has given us is ſuitable to 
our nature in its original perfect ate, no man 
in his ſenſes will deny; yet, 1 think no man 
in his ſenſes will, becauſe of that, call it a na- 
tural law; for, it is againſt, and nne 
our preſent natures. 
Ihe notion of a religion hb an ex- 
ternal directory, is ſimilar to an arithmetic 
without numbers, or to a blank common 
prayer book, and leaves every one to the 
natural brutality of his own wild and wicked 
imagination, and muſt, and will eventually 
terminate in the total overthrow, and prove 
the deſtruction, of any kingdom, chutch or 
80· 


(a) 


government i in the world. To talk of govern⸗ 


ment in church or ſtate, without religion, true 
or falſe, or to keep up that religion without 
an external rule; is a dream, a dangerous dteam, 


| to be rejected by all wiſe men. As inen ad- 
vance into a falſe religion, fo far is goverumenut 


weakened; unleſs kept up by tytanny : for falſe 
religion is irreligion, and diſpoſes men to caſt 
off all fear and reverence to governors of evety 
kinds and tho your Lordſhip will anticipate 
me here, every one will not: I infer, there- 
. fore; that Deiſm̃ is the moſt dangerous plague 
that ever befel this kingdom: We think when 
an Engliſhman turns Papiſt, his Majeſty loſes 
a ſubject; if that Papiſt turns Deiſt, he gets a 
rebel, ſubject to no law Hu: * en 1 
hardly then- 18 ** 

I have for many years catrfully obſerved 
the gtadations of infidelity, and have ſeen 


many a man who had had a religions educa- 


tion, and fear d to behave il}, by firſt hearirig 
one then another Deiſt in maſcquerade, in 4 
little time caſt off all religion, commence li- 
bertine, plead the right of private judgment; 
that his tongue was his own, and utter things 
I chuſe not to inſert here. Nemo epentt fit 
turpiſimus. Your Lordſhip well knows; all 


theſe tendencies to evil ſhould be check d in the 


bud. I have heard one of thote animals, at a 
a pinch, 


6 
-pinch, declare he thought it no more crime to 
kill a man, than to kill a cat. The firſt ap- 
pearance of this temper I have ſeen ſhew itſelf 
in doubts about the authenticity of the hiſtory 
of Moſes, and the origin of his laws; whether 
he did not pick them up from the Heathens ; 
then his character goes; then thoſe of the after- 
Prophets; then of the Apoſtles; then Chri- 
ſtianity and all revelation. Sometimes it be- 
gins in doubts about the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, and, tho that is the doctrine of the church 
of Rome, and of all the reformed churches, 
of the church of England, and of the 8 
TESTANI Diſſenters, thoſe wiſeacres, upon 
their wonderful diſcovery that number one is 
not number three; and that number three is 
not number one, exult, and, like the .cuckow, 
yoice it round the country, and without know- 
ing more of the matter than the cuckows on 
the trees, fly in the face of ſcripture, the re- 
ligion of their country, and the informed rea- 
ſon of mankind: they proceed to deny the 
atonement, ſet up to ſave themſelves, deny the 
depravity of the human nature, diſpute the fall 
of Adam, deny that he was the firſt man, 
wrangle for a black pair, aver Moſes knew 
nothing of the matter, that the Prophets were 
fortune tellers, the Apoſtles cheats, Chriſtianity 
A2 deception, * ae Revelation a 
dream, 


os 8 BE 

dream; commence libertine infidels, and plead 
for a moral law of nature. This is the 
genetal ſtate of the manners of the age, a 
very few who have not bowed the knee to Baal 
excepted. If your Lordſhip conceives I have 
daſh'd the meſs with too much bitter, I afſure 
you [I have greatly under-ſcaſoned it. 
If the beaſts of the wilderneſs had language, 
it would not be ſtrange to hear the lion, the 
tyger, hyena, &c. plead the law of nature in 
juſtification of their ravening brutality ; to hear 
the fox, otter, ſtote, &c. plead the ſame for 
robbing hen- rooſts, folds and fiſh-ponds, and 
for ſucking our eggs; there would be pro- 
priety in this: to hear a boy at the dancing 
ſchool affront old Hobble for hurpling, and for 
not having dances naturally pourtray d upon his 
heart; to hear an old war- horſe affront Dob- 
bin for not having his exerciſe by inſtinct; to 
hear a chattering jack-daw affront the inhabi- 
tants of the- ſpray for not having language 
wrote on their gizzards, were not wonderful ; 
but to hear a Man vaunting the naturality of 
what was whipt into him at ſchool; to hear 
one whoſe actions place him in the predica- 
ment with brutes, pleading the dignity of his 
nature, is the higheſt piece of ignorance I ever 
heard of. When J hear thieves, robbers, py- 
rates, murderers, tyrants, &c. boaſting of their 
„ Pe- 
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pedigree, or others valuing themſelves upon 
having a crook'd back, or for the loſs of their 

noſe by the foul evil, what muſt I think bur 

that their heads are wrong? 

A few. years ago 1 publiſhed a Creed, 
founded on Truth and Common Senſe, &c. in 
which I expladed the law of: nature, natural 
conſcience, and the motal fenſe, and kick d 
them off the ſtage. I knew not then of one 


0 


man in the whole world that would not blame 


me for it, and was in expectation of oppoſition : 


but preſently I received the thanks of divers 
learned men, whom I knew not, and the 
aſſurance of others, that if oppoſed they 
would ſtand in the gap: thus it reſted, at leaſt 
without doing any harm, except that, by the 
report of many, it kill'd Dr. Foſter, and, but 
for that diſaſter, I was pleaſed with my per- 
formance, and fo I am ſtill; but much more ſo, 
when I find the learned Dr. Leland, and many 


others as learned as he, raifing the funeral pile, 
to conſume. and: evaporate thoſe ghoſtly phan-. 


toms into the expanſe, rendering their con- 
ſiſtence and reſurrection for ever impoſſible. 

When a young duck, &c. needs inſtructions 
to ſwim, and her inſtinct, her law of nature 
fails her to ſwim naturally, I will acknowledge 


we may have a moral law of nature, and yet 
ſtand in need of inſtructions to bring it into 


-_ CXET- 


( xii). 


exerciſe; nor know how to regulate our man- 
ners without teaching; but till then this moral 
law of nature appears to me to be the greateſt 
abſurdity, the higheſt contradiction to com- 
mon ſenſe I was ever witneſs to. Nor can F 
forbear to expreſs. my ſurprize that any man 
who ever thought or reaſoned in his life, could 
ſuffer ſuch a dream to enter into his head; or 
how a Chriſtian can inſult his Maker and Re- 
deemer in fo groſs a manner, for giving his 


doctrine, laws, precepts, ordinances, & e. to us 


in a written record. When this method” of 


reaſoning can be ſhewn to be inconcluſive, I 
promiſe to become a very tractable Quaker, or 
rather to put myſelf under the protection of 


his Holineſs, under his guidance. The doctrine 
above is correſpondent with the frame of our 
natures, will ſtand the teſt of all the learning 


known to mankind, and is the plan of ſcrip- 
ture; and when I depart from that, I haye no 
right to be call d a Proteftant.. 


This imaginary law. of nature once faxed | in 


the mind, farewell to liberty, religion, pro- 


perty, and every thing worth having; for it is 
a true levelling principle, by making every 


man a conceited judge for himſelf, of the fit 
and the unfit, of right and wrong; for, upon 


his own principles, he is not to be ſubject to 


any other law, nor anſwerable to any but him- 


belt 


(/xiv )' 
Fel, for his actions; and, if he may infringe, 
extend, or ſupercede ad libitum, the revelation 
of God, he may much more eaſily take that 
liberty with human laws, and, like the Quakers, 
with the aid of their inward light, deem the 
vileſt crimes not only innocent, but virtues, 
and will never fail to ſtrike the balance i in his 
own favour; beſides all this, it fixes a man in 
infidelity at once, and, in proportion as it ſprings 
in the mind, is ſo far a progreſſion to it. 
I ?0o hear the duties of natural religion taught 
from the pulpit, is of a piece with going to a 
fiſherman to be inſtructed to catch fiſh, who, 
inſtead of that, teaches us to catch tod-poles, 
or for a fiſh gives us a ftone. Such is the ſtate. 
of our learning and divinity at this time, a 
few inſtances excepted, At 
It muſt aſſuredly be a very obſcure law of 
nature, whoſe profeſſors need inſtructions to 
know what it is, and ſtill more, to be guided 
by it. This carries contradiction in its front, 


and he muſt be a man of a very weak head Who ke : 


cannot ſee it: The laſt year's politics give us 
the higheſt proof what the principles of © 
pretended law of nature are; for, I ſuppoſe. 
no man will have the face to ſay the exccytors 
of them were guided by ſcripture : ſure I am, 
he who affirms it ought to be keel-hauled. Let 
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us look to Verſailles, to Vienna, to Saxony; 
KX. &c. and ponder whether a ſcene of action 
"ſpringing from the innate baſeneſs of the 


mind, and executed voluntarily, without in- 
ſtructions, check or remorſe; ſuch, for in- 


ſtance, as plotting againſt innocent neigh- 


bours, breach of treaties, ' ingratitude; breach 
of truſts, plundering, ſcalping, killing, ſal 


countries, and, when detected, bribing to eſcape 


the bow-ſtring, appear not more like branches 


of the law of nature than the politics of Nehe- 


miah and Daniel ; theſe were train d up in the 
law of their God to behave with integrity to 


| their maſters, to hate covetouſneſs, delays, &c. 


&c. &c. to be active, vigorous, frugal, watch- 
ful, and careful to prevent every diſaſter. This 
was the fruit of long diſcipline and divine 
skill, and, ſurely was not attained to by the 
law of nature. How far their plan of politics 
has been adhered to in this inlightened *age, 
every man can judge as well as I ; but every 
departure from this model, in this blaze of 
natural light, and while the law of nature has 


been invigorated by inſtruction, and its pre- 


tended firſt principles inculcated with the ut- 
moſt energy from the pulpit and the prels, be- 

ſpeaks its weakneſs and its worthleſsneſs. 
Your Lordſhip will not conceive of me as 
an Enthuſiaſt or a Methodiſt, for 1 am a true 
Pro- 


(wi) 
Proteſtant, a ſincere friend to the written re- 
velation of God, and a cordial well - wiſher to 
the true church of England as by law eſta- 
bliſhed: therefore no man is at liberty to 
conſtrue this as written to affront your Lord- 
chip, or any other man. If it be enquir'd, 
what ſect I am of? I anſwer, I am a Chriſtian, 
and ardently wiſh the welfare of all my fellow 
creatures. And that your Lordſhip may be 
enabled by your Lord and Maſter, to exert 
- yourſelf to ſtop that deluge of infidelity that has 
almoſt ſwept us away, and hurl'd us into 
groſſeſt prophanity, Paganiſm, & c. That your 
Lordſhip may long live, and your |labours 
be bleſſed for that purpoſe, is the warm wiſh 
aj N 
| My Lok p, 


Tour Lordjtip's moft humble, 
And moſt ae . Servant, 


0 * 60 J. D. 


DISS ERTATIO N, &c. 


APPY would it be if men would for- 
bear writing till they could publiſh ſome- 
thing for the benefit of their readers; nor 

| ever leave any thing unreaſonable or falſe 

upon record: he that aims not at the firſt, and to 

avoid the laſt, is not an honeſt man: nor while he 


cealed; and though he may ſeem | 
efore him, he goes not the right = | 
apprehend her; he is {till in a chace, but 
will never overtake his game: for while he con- : 
ceives God and nature aliens, his word and his 
works contraries, he may traverſe the whole Ency- 
clopædia, wrangle about problems, ſtate his con- 
ceits, digeſt them into exact method, divide, diſ- 
tinguiſn, &c. and all to as little purpoſe, as to 
ſow his corn- fields with metaphyſical grain, or 
{kipping the phantom circle with the fairies : it will 
leave him hungry, as the old philoſophical dragon, 
cating his own. tail. ' ; 
There is no philoſophy which has perfectly united 
God to his creature but the chriſtian ; wherefore it 
is the only true philoſophy, and the only true reli- 
gion; for without this union, there can be no ſpi- 
ritual or eternal life. This union was perfected by 
the wiſdom and power of the triune God in the hu- 
| 717 manity 


. (2) 
manity of. Chriſt, into which an influx. of immate- 
rial power was poured. He himſelf, in whom the 
fulneſs of the Godhead reſided, acknowledged and 
confirmed this in the fleſh; for when the diſeaſed 
touched his garment, though the preſs was great, 

he queſtioned his diſciples who it was, for that he 

perceived virtue was gone out of him. Had thoſe 1 
points been adhered to, and the world not been 
plagued with a nonſenfical law of nature, which its 
abetters cannot define, they had never heard of me 
as an author. And when I was crept out of my 
obſcurity, I had ſtopt, had it not been for the won- 

/ derful,. the reverend Mr. Caleb Fleming's letter 
of admonition to the reverend Mr. Samuel Pike. 

When that came out, it was extolled by his friends.. 
as the greateſt blow that had ever been given to 
what the primitive church, from the time of the in- 
carnation, had, and all the reformed churches. have 
ſince, eſteemed the doctrines of revelation : but when 
they heard that remarks upon it were publiſhing, 
they ſoftened their tone a little. Afterwards when 
the remarks appeared, it was rumoured Mr. Flem- 

\ ing would anſwer them. Ar the expectation of: 
that, and my being the object of his notice, my 
ambition began to riſe ; I ſwelled: till I was ready- 
to burſt with pride; I ſtarted in my own conceit 
fix feet in ſtature at once, and thought myſelf as 
tall as a cedar : when, upon waiting, I found his 
cann6n nailed, his arſenal empty, and that his allies 
had nothing left except a few ſtink-pots , and a 
quantity of ſcavenger's dirt, which, they threw at 
random; and that the baffled malignants were block- 
ed up; an ecſtatic rapture ſucceeded, which made- 
me half as lunatic as the Reviewers. : Theſe had 
puffed Mr. Fleming off, as if he had been an * 

| diſon. 


| * Veſſels filled with noiſome combuſtibles, a they throw: 
into ſhips to poiſon or ſuffocate thoſe whom they cannot other-- 
wiſe conquer. | | | 


(3) * 
diſon or a Steel, and taken him under their pro- 
tection; and to keep him ſafe, they ſhouted and 
yelled, they barked and howled, to frighten his an- 
tagoniſts if they could. Some of his friends, who 
think themſelves fober, pronounced me a madman 
for meddling with him. IT am glad it is the on! 
inſtance of madneſs they can charge me with, anc 
that it lies not at the door of my learning. Not- 
withſtanding that when I confider-d that beſides 
having ſtitched up Dr. —, hem'd in Dr. Foſter, 
and ſewed the Quakers into a poke, I had ſo ran- 
tered the two latter together, that to attempt to ſe- 
parate them, would be to tear them limb from 
limb, my joy boiled over. Nor was it at all allayed 
by the ſevere revenge Mr. Fleming and his devo- 
tees hurled at me, as boys hurl ſtones at a dog. 
They buffetted me with ſoot- bags, and then but- 
fetted me again for being black, which J heartily 

forgive them. But I paſs theſe matters not to wipe 
their dirt and ue off, for it won't ſtick ; but 
for their ſakes to rea ſon ſoberly, in hopes they will 
have ſobriety to attend to the two following pro- 
Poſitions, and their proof. 3 5 


* 


I. The doctrine of a moral law of nature; is not 
to be found in ſcripture, and is contrary to reaſon. 
II. The doctrine of a triune God is to be found 
in the ſcriptures, and is not contrary to reaſon. _ 


The doctrine of a triune God, and that of a ſup- 
poſed natural religion, oppoſe each other at point- 
blank; and as they are points of the greateſt im- 
portance, it is hoped the reader will examine the 
evidence they ſtand on, with a gravity equal to that 
with which the author -propofes to diſcuſs them ; 
for he thinks himſelf here obliged to quit and avoid 
every humourous ſtroke of his pen; and if the rea- 
der cannot proceed with compoſure, he begs him 
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to ſtop: and read no further. Thus agreed, we 
proceed to obſerve, 5 
That by the ignorance men are involved in, they 
are prompted to propagate the notion of a moral 


law of nature, and to affirm that chriſtianity pre- 
ſuppoſes the truth of natural religion. By this they 
ſay the being of a God, his attributes, and the man- 
ner of his worſhip, is diſcoverable; and that by 


their conformity to this natural law, they ſhall be 
ſaved, and for their nonconformity condemned. In 


proportion as this is true, the neceſſity of an exter- 


nal revelation from God, and of a redeemer from 


ſin, ceaſes. And notwithſtanding the perpetual dif- 
ferences concerning virtue and vice, between hea- 
then nation and heathen nation, and between the 
individuals of each from the prince to the beggar, 
the one ſtamping that a virtue which the other 


ſtamps a vice, and vice verſa, while each is ſup- 
| poſed never to have heard of a revelation, but to 


be governed by an invariable law of nature; and 
notwithſtanding the vileſt and moſt flagitious crimes 


in human nature have had the ſanction of this law, 


and worn the guiſe of, and paſs'd for devotion 
amongſt the heathens, the ,quakers, &c. each led 
by the ſame law or principle under a different name; 


and ſince the papiſts, &c. by departing from re- 


velation have done the ſame; how is it that the 
ſmalleſt ſhare of common. ſenſe fails to convince 


' mankind that the rule is uncertain ; or that there 
abilities are naturally too feeble and depraved to 


underſtand it? Yet they pertinaciouſly maintain the 


perfection of the former, and the natural vigor and 


ſoundneſs of the latter. It is preſumed the loweſt 
degree of reflection is here ſufficient to diſcover the 
cheat; and, unleſs the man has a pleaſure in being 


Cheated, to deteſt it. But they think they can ſup- 


port thoſe dreams from ſcripture, and urge Rom. 
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chapter the firſt, for proof, * „That which may 


be known of God is manifeſt in them, (the Gen- 
tiles) for God hath ſhewed it unto them. For the 
inviſible things of him, from the creation of the 
world, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and 
godhead ; ſo that they are without excuſe: be- 
cauſe that when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither. were thankful, but be- 
came vain in their imaginations, and their fooliſn 
hearts was darkened; profeſſing themſelves wile, 
they became fools, &c.” This text they pro- 


duce to prove their natural religion : but, four pro- 
aber ariſe from hence, which overthrow it; 5-65; 


cc 


76 


r 


e That God actually revealed to mankind the 
J aan of his exiſtence and aer 70 Yu 
go T2 55 EO avepuece, | 

2. „ That he directed them to bear in mind his 
infinite power, and glory, and goodneſs, by con- 
ſidering the heavens, the work of his fingers, the 
moon and the ſtars which he hath ordained, the 
earth alſo, and the ſea, and all things therein. 

3. That, thro” the perverſeneſs and vanity of 
their hearts, they fell away from the knowledge 
of the true God, who giveth to all men life, and 
breath, and all things. and held the truth (the 
general truth that there | is a God) in unrighteouſ- 
neſs, tranferring his glory to graven images, and, 
tho' they ran madding after multitudes of gods, 
yet having no fear, no Knowledge. of God the 
Creator. 

4. That, becauſe they were all guilty before 
God, and without excule for this their falling off, 
who, from the awakening memorials of his 
power and g'ory, which in his creation he had 
ſpread before them, might, it they had diked 
it, have retained, what they had from revelation 
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& received, the knowledge of the true Creator 
God; therefore he was angry with them, and 
ce gave them up to thoſe vile affections and cor- 


* ruptions (largely deſcribed in this and the third 
* chapter of this epiſtle) which were the natural 
* fruits of their defection from him.“ 


Wil any one now have the front to infer from 
this text of St. Paul, that the natural powers of man 
are ms bs 'of inveſtigating the being and attributes 
of God? And, is not the quite contrary to be in- 


fer'd from it? I would leave the Hottentot to judge 


here. 
It will be granted, our ſenſes are not infallible, 
and that our reaſon is imperfect: this affords a de- 


monſtration that we want the help of revelation 


with that help, and not by the law of nature, we 


may diſcover the inviſible things of God, as ſhall 


be ſhewn below. 
From the revolt at Babel, downwards, while men 


knew the true Elahim, and that the material agents 
were the ſervants of Heaven, and not objects of 
worſhip, yet worſhipped them, ſet forth at large 


Rom. ,firſt chapt. at verſe 20, as above, when the! 
knew God, &c. the Elahim ordered them to be de- 
ſtroy'd ; when their poſterity became ignorant, by 


and after the confuſion of tongues, they became 


objects of mercy, and had ſufficient means and mo- 
tives to leave attributing the powers to thoſe agents, 
and pay them to the true Elahim, and, conſe- 


quently, to leave off committing thoſe breaches of 


duty in ſociety, which this had drawn them into; 
and then, per forming thoſe natural duties would be 
acceptable from them, as the ſcriptures declare. 

The intent of the precepts of the Chriftian re- 


& ligion, was not to ſettle exactly the bounds be- 
« "tween virtue and vice, with a, ſo far you ſhall 


keep from. vice, and ſo far you ſhall advance in 
& virtue, and no farther ; but to OY the 
cc one 
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< one from the other, and leave it to every Chri- 
< ſtian to keep his actions at as great a diſtance as 


* 


e poſſible from vice, and to extend them to the 
<* higheſt degree of virtue poſſible, by faith and 
<« love. — God requires the heart, the affections, 
C that is, the reaſonable ſervice. Holineſs COmpre- 
<« hends all, from the loweſt degree, to perfettion.”” 
So. that other text which they drag in to ſupport 
their phantom, their natural religion, is not for their 
purpoſe, Rom. ii. 14. For when the Gentiles, who 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained 
in the law.“ It is to be noted here, that this is not 
the reading in the text, but thus; For when the 
| Gentiles, who have not the law by nature, do the 
things contained in the law, theſe having not the 
law, are a law unto themſelves; which ſhew the. 
work of the law written in their bois, their con- 
ſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts, the 
mean while, accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another.“ 
He that can find the law of nature in this text, muſt 
have better eyes than ever I ſhall have. If the 
Gentile world had had the law of nature written in 
their hearts, the apoſtle could not twice have pro- 
nounced, that by nature they had not the law; for 
no man ever ſuppoſed they had the law gr doctrine 
of revelation naturally written in their heatts. It 
is very extraordinary, that the apoſtle, who had in 
the firſt chapter of this epillle, ſhewn, that the 
whole Gentile world were funk into every con- 
ceivable abomination, were, lawleſs brutes, earthly, 
ſenſual and deviliſh, ſhould, in this chapter, prove 
they had a moral law naturally written in their hearts! 
The beligying Gentiles, indeed, who had not the 
law, or, Who had no law by nature, but the faith 
and love mentioned above, written in their hearts, 
did, (by faith) the things contained in the Jaw— 
are a law to themſelves — their conſciences bearing: 
witneſe, He. When our moraliſts attem pt to Sw 
ow 


* 


| 68) 
1 throw this ſenſe of the text, and to ſupport their 

| Jaw of nature from it, they ſhall have a further ac- 
count of it. In the interim, they are to know, that 

he who goes about to prove the exiſtence of an 

innate moral Jaw of nature from ſcripture, plays the 

{cripture upon itſelf, or, rather, turns the artillery Lil 

' of the devil upon it. The Quaker's inward light, 1 

and ſuch a law of nature, is the ſame wild chimera, 1 
and equally deſtroy the uſe and authenticity of 
ſcripture; and, if ſuch an one be not a Deiſt, one 
would be curious to know how he differs from him; 
for deiſm and the law of nature is the ſame identical 
thing. The rabinical men, the claſſical tribe, who 
bt read not the ſcriptures in the original, are ſcarcely 
better judges here than moles are of aſtronomy. 
They bave only the tradition of tradition from the 
Pagans, or the Talmudiſts, neither of whom can 
| he the ſenſe of ſcripture, nor eſtabliſh the law of 
h nature; they have only lick'd up the drivel of the 
| Heathens and the apoſtates, without knowing how 
9 they came to ruminate. They can, perhaps, tran- 
flate the worDs of Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Sc. but 
know no more of the author's PLAN, than the pen 
the author wrote with. They can, ſome of them, 
read Maimonides's Latin tranſlation of the Talmud, 
and follow him in all hig blunders, without being 
able to correct one of them ; but this will not help 
them at ſcripture. But, before we quit the laſt cited 
text, we aſk, in what law were the things contained 
which the Heathens did by nature? It could not 
be the Moſaic, nor the Judicial, nor the Moral law ; 
for thoſe laws contained none of the things they did. 

The worſhip and manners of the wheſs# Gentile - 
world put the full controul upon all thoſe laws, and 
upon the things contain'd in them, unleſs thoſe laws 
enjoyn'd every thing that was damnable, which God 
forbid I ſhould believe. The Gentiles worſhipped a 
falſe object, in a falſe manner; they had a 5580 
rude 
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tüde of Gods, and temples erected to them; in opꝰ 
poſition to all the laws and commands of God; 3 
they worſhipped their gods by graven images; pro- 
phaning his name, and his ſabbaths; murdering 


their parents, or ſelling them into ſlavery; ſacri- 


ficing their firſt-born ſons, and, till Mahomet's 


time, killing as many of their daughters as kept the 


number of males and females even, fatting, roaſt· 
ing, and eating many of them. Rapes, adulteries, 
fornications, beaſtiality, ſodomy, thefts, lying, de- 
ceiving, Sc. were the higheſt acts of their worſhip, 
and the beſt of their manners amongſt moſt of 
them. A wicked covetouſneſs, and a ſcandalous 
immorality, abounded in their manners almoſt uni- 
verfally. This is too well known for me to fear the 
controul of any man. They ſacrificed hogs, dogs, 
cocks, Sc. in oppoſition to the command of God; 
and, becauſe” the judicial law had forbidden the 


Hebrews to mix their ſeed in ſowing their fields, 


to abſtain from mixing their cattle in plowing, &c. 
and their garments with linen and ' woolen ; the 


' Heathens had their temples to the Mixer, and, 


in worſhipping that God, they proceeded. in their 
commerce, male with nge, to the moſt abo- 


minable mixtures, and to others too deteſtaþle for 


common decency to name. It would take a volume 
to recapitulate the damnable oppoſition of the 
Gentile. worſhip and manners to every law of God 
and. ſociety. Now, let the moraliſt tell me, if he 


can, what law it was that was written on the Gen- 


tiles hearts, or contain'd thoſe things which they did 
by nature. If he replies, It was the law of nature; 
unleſs he can define it, I laugh at him, and treat 


him as an ignorant, as a perfect ſtranger to the 


ſcriptures; and to the hiſtory of the heathen world, 

whoſe worſhip and manners, as above, were earthly, 

ſenſual, and e as Sppolite. to N law of — | 
| C | and 
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and of all civilized- rations, as hell is to heaven 4. 


It is confeſſed the Pagan world, whoſe forefathers 


had rejected the revelation of God, had, notwith- 
1 ſtanding, 


* Their politics and government are yet SON 66 a ples for 
their natural wiſdom. Government ſuppoſes law-; that ſuppoſes 
religion, without which it is a non-entity. Law and religion are 
co-incident, nor can the policy of man ſeparate them; they 
flouriſh and live together, they dwindle and die together ; nor 


can the one ſubſiſt without the other. We hear much'of a ſtate 


of nature; and, to ſhew the ſtrength of the Pagans reaſon and 
their wiſdom, it is urged, that mens mutual wants and neceſſities 


would drive them into ſociety, and unite them naturally under 


ſome form of government ; and that the wiſdom of the Heathens 
appears in contriving thoſe forms. This is mighty pretty, if it 
could be proved. But ſuch babblers are call'd upon to ſhew in 
what age of the world this ſtate of nature ſubſiſted, and to give 
an inſtance of the form of government inſtituted in that ſtate: 
when they think they have done that, it ſhall. be ſhewn them, 
that government was originally inſtituted by God, previous to 
any ſuppoſed ſtate of nature, and that the heathen nations carried 
off a blind tradition of that as well as of all they had beſides. 
The African nations, where they kill and eat, or ſell one another. 
bids the faireſt for this ſtate of nature of any that can be named. 
If this be what would pleaſe our natural moraliſts, it were to be 
wiſhed they would all tranſport themſelves to Africa: nor can I 
ſee what ſhould hinder them, unleſs they are jn hope of inſlavin 
us here, or for fear the ſlave-trade ſhould fail when they are al 
there. The near approach to this ſtate of nature that is to be 
faund amongſt the American Indians, comes not up to their pur- 
poſe; becauſe it appears by all their cuſtoms and manners, that 
they are the poſterity of the ſcattered tribes of Iſrael, and that go- 
venment _— them aroſe not from their reafoning and wiſ- 
dom, but that Fhey received it from their forefathers, their fore- 
fathers from the 1lraelites, and the. Iſraelites from God. And, if 
they received the idea of government from God, much more that 
of worſhip, &c. The hiſtories of all paſt times prove, that every 
law werthy that name was taken from the Moſaic ſyſtem: and 
the more remote men are from that fountain, the more they 
a from that plan, the wilder are their ſyſtems of law and 
reman, „ ; : 
That politician who thinks to rule a people by the ſtrength of 
his own genius, and to impreſs the obſervation of his Jaws upon 
them, without religion, inſtead of being a politician is a fool ;- 
and, inſtead of building up and eftabliſhing akingdom, is de- 
Aroymg it Ignorantas the heathen law-givers were, they were 


wiſe exrough to know, that without religion of ſome kind, the 


people 
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worſhipped z but the diabolical rites of their wor- 
ſhip declare aloud their natural ignorance of the 
Ae, | e 


| peop le would be rebellious. They profeſs'd religion, and, if 


they were not ſn earneſt, had hypocriſy enough to make the 
people believe they were, and cunning enough not to let the maſk: 
Uip, well knowing the people would not conform to their laws. 
and orders, if it was known that they themſelves aim'd not at 


conformity to the laws of their gods; for they knew there was 


no catching birds in ſight of the net; that if they mocked God 
and things ſacred openly, the people would mock them. The 
modern infidel plan of ridiculing every thing ſacred and divine 
is, therefore, not only extremely idle, but it will effectually defeat 
every ſcheme ſuch men can form for their own or the public 
ſafety, and muſt infallibly end in anarchy. To think of regu- 
lating the manners of the people by law, while the manners of 
the legiſlators are not regulated by the law of God, and the 
people know it, is the dream of a madman: Can we expect 
oxen to plow without yokes, or horſes without gears ? No, they 
will roam at large, ſnort at their maſters, a | 

dience. It was to prevent this licentiouſneſs in the people the 


4 


Heathens pleaded the divine origin of their laws, the apo- 


theoſes * of their kings at their death, while others claimed that 
dignity while alive ; ſome pretended they had communion with. 
the gods; others, that they were their ſons. This procured re- 
verence and obedience from their ſubjects, and carried authority 


with it, while the moderns have loſt it, by proclaiming chem- 


ſelves the ſons of Belial: Hence the magiſtrate has loſt his au- 


thority, and the people are ſwallowed up in prophanity, and 


running tantivy into deſtruction; hence men are not obedient 


for conſcience ſake, but for the gallows ſake; but this will only _ 
make them vigilant for miſchief, and eager for revenge and 


lunder when they can eſcape undiſcovered. This artificial po- 


icy, void of religion, prompts men to {et up for themſelves z - 
they are all for rule, bur have none to obey ; they would all be 


Kings, but, inſtead of ſubjects, find rebels. This is vox populi, 
but not vox Dei: But is not the voice of the people the voice of 
God? No one ever ſaid ſo till the devil, Daniel De Foe, and 
the republicans, promulged it, and from them, the mob, Fol- 
low them to Fyburn on an execution day, or affociate with 
them on an election day, or herd with them when they think 


ſtanding, the idea of a God, and that he was to be 


refuſe obe- 


they have ſeized a thief, and got him to the horſe-pond, and | 


judge if their roar and ſentence has the appearance of God's 


voice, or God's dictate. Whenever our property, liberty, or lives 
are at ftake, we wiſh for a higher tribunal. "Phe voice of the 
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| (en) | 
object, and of the manner of worſhipping; him? 
nor will it follow, that, becauſe they had ſome idea 
of a God, and that he was to be worſhipped, there- 
fore it. was inborn and natural : on the contrary, 
It it certain, that all the knowledge the Pagan world 
had of God, or his worſhip, was by tradition from 
the Hebrews; and, had not they themſelves had a 

= |--- _ » revelation from God, they had been as ignorant to 
* tis day, and more fo, than the Heathens were 
= RN] ind: wo; 204 condos | 
| Clear as this is to every man who has read, or 
| 2 thought, or reaſoned, many of our modern learned 
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Wu | people to Moſes was a proclamation of rebellion againſt God: 

Wm | x * Thou haſt brought us into the wilderneſs to kill us; theſe be 


—_— « thy gods, O Iſrael; ye kill the Lord's people. Cracify him, 


| * crucify him,“ was the voice of the people, when the carth 
! {ys quaked, and the ſun bluſhed at the action. What hath it been { 
1 ſnce I pray ? Why, fince this kingdom has been bleſſed with the 


diſcovery of the law of nature, and that that is the law of God, 
the people are ſo improved in their underſtandings, that theit 


— a4 * w 
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8 voice gives us its ſenſe, and has ſet us over every doubt, while 
the vait continent of America, and all our fooliſh neighbours, | 


bave been involved in gloom from the creation of the world; 
not able to find it out: on divinity, our philoſophy, un 
politics, our morality, are now, upon that plan, too plain to 
admit of heſitation, e e 1 
O the delight of _infatyation, the pleaſure of cheating our - 
ſelves! to prevent the plague. of thinking. Who would part with 
it? Who would inquire at the oracle When he can wrap himſelf 
in a fool's paradiſe, ſhut his eyes, and, at the ſmall expence of 
believing a lie, be Kappy In this we out-do the Papiſts, far we 
frame a God for ourſelyes, invent a law. for ourſelves, pay what 
obedience to it we pleaſe, and for our deficiencies abſolve our- 
ſelves. © We are. gur own prieſts, confeſſors, mediators, coun- 
ſellors, and every man has a common: wealth in his own breaſt; 
| a ſyſtem of divinity fpun out of his own.brains, and the laws of 
4 55 heaven and earth matt truckle to his will. O delicate ſyſtem LY 
The devil, Nimrod and all his prieſts, were novices at that time, 
nor able to deviſe ſuch a quietus for the conſcience; hor ever 
threw the reins upon the neck of their people in this manner; 
they were ignorant, nor knew. the ſweets of libertiniſm. It is 


1 not now faſhionable to ſearch the ſcriptures, or thoſe dreams ; 
$ would vaniſh ; No, our modern Wicacres know better: they 
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| (154): 5 | 
gentlemen, as they would be called, extol the lige 4 
of nature, and the wiſdom of the Heathen word. | 
and oppoſe it to the revelation of God, without 
_ conſidering, if we are thus illuminated by the light 
of nature, an external revelation might miſſead us; 
hors a written revelation and an innate matural law, 
[hight] call it what you will, are ſo far from bei 
compatible, or illucidating each other, that they 
naturally extinguiſh each other. He that cannot 
ſee this will never be a conjurer, his head is not 


turned for thinking. ni Sad 
; The will of one man cannot be known to another, 
N unleſs he reveal it; much leſs can the will of God 


chuſe to grope in the dark, to gratify 8 hues and remain 
ignorant of what we have clearly reveal'd in them, The DI. 
3 INE Original of government, while many of our maſters in | 
5 Iſrael lead us back to the Pagans to find it out, and ſet-up their 
| | ſchemes of compact, rejecting the inſtitution of God, recorded 
5 N frequently and clearly in the ſacred volumes. As to the ſtate 
df nature pleaded for and mention'd above, ſince Cain could not 
agree with Abel, when they had nothing to quarrel about, and 
unleſs lions, tygers, wolves, &c. could agree under one head, and 
mutually part with their prey and their property to one another 
1 c Jam not very readily inclin'd to believe it; and, in the interim, 
the reader muſt indulge me to laugh at him if he does; for ſure 
I am, as ſoon as he underſtands the ſeriptures he will forgive 
me, but ſcarcely himſelf for neglecting them ſo long.“ But as L 
am not writing a ſyſtem of government, and have only mentioned 
theſe things, to ſhew what a'dangerous ſtroke the neglect of the 
ſcriptures, and the alarming ſpread of deiſm have had upon out 
politics and the manners of the people; I ſhall leave it to the 
conſideration of my ſuperiors, when I have obſerved here what 
I have proved elſewhere, that the ſcriptures were given, and are I 
able; to make men wiſe in polities, in philoſophy, phyſic, &. _ 
and to eternal ſalvation ; but that while they remain ignorant of 
them, all other learning will leave them miſerable fools ; and, 
for demonſtration of this, I need only refer the reader to the 
infidels of the preſent age ; he will find them unhappy, and ig- 
norant above all men, excepting in a very few ſecularities, and 
money matters: and as they refuſe to be taught by that revela- 
tion that God has given us; ſo they muſt remain groping in 
darknefs, and in doubt about the light, tho' it ſhines all arour” 
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object, and of the manner of worſhipping him? | 
nor will it follow, that, becauſe they had ſome idea 


of a God, and that he was to be worſhipped, there- 
fore it was inborn and natural: on the contrary, 
It it certain, that all the knowledge the Pagan world 
had of God, or his worſhip, was by tradition from 
the Hebrews and, had not they themſelves had a 


this day, and more ſo, than the Heathens were 
Clear as this is to every man who has read, or 
thought, or reaſoned, many of our modern learned 


gentle 


eople to Moſes was a proclamation of rebellion againſt God: 


revelation from God, they had been as ignorant to 


* Thou haſt Feen us into the wilderneſs to kill us ; theſe be 


thy gods, O Iirae] ; ye kill the Lord's people. Crucify him, 


„ crucify him,“ was the voice of the people, when the. earth 
quaked, and the ſun bluſhed at the action. What hath it been 
lince I pray? Why, ſince this Kingdom has been bleſſed with the 


diſcovery of the law of nature, and that that is the law of God, 


the people are ſo improved in their underſtandings, that their 


voice gives us its ſenſe, and has ſet us over every doubt, whi 


the vait continent of America, and all our fooliſh neighbours, - 
have been involved in gloom, from the creation of the world; 


not able to find it out: ou divinity,. our philoſophy, ouR 
politics, dux morality, are now, upon that plan, too plain to 
adinit of hefitation, | MELT Ih 1 4 : 


O the delight of infatuation, the pleaſure of cheating our - 


ſelves! to prevent the plague of thinking. Who would part with 
it? Who would inquire at the oracle When he can wrap himſelf 
in a fool's paradiſe, ſhut his eyes, and, at the ſmall expence of 


believing a he, be happy! In this we out-do the Papiſts, for we 


frame a God for ourſelyes, invent a law. for ourſelves, pay what 
obedience to it we pleaſe, and for qur deficiencies. abſolve our- 


ſelves. We are our, own prieſts, confeſſors, mediators, coun- 
ſellors, and every man has a common: wealth in his own (breaſt, 
a ſyſtem of divinity. ſpun out of his own. brains, and the laws of 
heaven and earth matt truckle to his will. G delicate ſyſtem! 


The devil, Nimrod and all his prieſts, were novices at that time, 


nor able to deviſe ſuch a quietus for the conſcience z nor ever 
threw the reins upon the neck of their people in this manner; 


they were ignorant, nor knew the ſweets of libertiniſm. It is 
not now faſhionable to ſearch the ſcriptures, or thoſe. dreams 


ould vaniſh: No, our modern wiſeacres know better: they 


1 


| di 1 
gentlemen, as they would be called, extol the light 


of nature, and the wiſdom of the Heathen world, 
and oppoſe it to the revelation of God, without 
_ conſidering, if we are thus illuminated by the light 
of nature, an external revelation might miſlead us; 
for, a written revelation and an innate natural law, 
[light] call it what you will; are ſo far from being 
compatible, or illucidating each other, that they 
naturally extinguiſh each other. He that cannot 
ſee this will never be a conjurer, his head is not 
turned for thinking. een, 4b 
The will of one man cannot be known to-another, 
unleſs he reyeal it; much leſs can the will of God 
chuſe to grope in the dark, to gratify their appetites, and remain 
= of what we have clearly reveal'd in them, The D I- 
INE Original of government, while many of our maſters in 
Ifrael lead us back to the Pagans to find it out, and ſet up their 
ſchemes of compact, rejecting the inſtitution of God, recorded 
ſo frequently and clearly in the ſacred volumes. As to the ſtate 
of nature pleaded for and mention'd above, ſince Cain could not 
agree with Abel, when they had nothing to quarrel about, and 
unleſs lions, tygers, wolves, &c. could agree under one head, and 
mutually part with their prey and their property to one another; 
J am not very readily inclin'd to believe ii; and, in the interim, 
the reader muſt indulge me to laugh at him if he does; for ſure 
Lam, as ſogn as he underſtands the ſcriptures he will forgive 
me, but ſcarcely himſelf for neglecting them ſo long.“ Rut as I 
am not writing a ſyſtem of government, and have only mentioned 
theſe things, to ſhew what a dangerous ſtroke the negle of the 
ſcriptures, and the alarming ſpread of'deiſm have had upon our 
politics and the manners of the people, I ſhall leave it to the 
conſideration of my ſuperiors, when I have obſerved here what 
I have proved elſewhere, that the ſcriptures were given, and are 
able, to make men wiſe in politics, in philoſophy, phyſic, &c. 
and to eternal ſalvation ; but that while they remain ignorant of 
them, all other learning will leave them miſerable fools ; and, 
for demonſtration of this, I need only refer the reader to the 
infidels of the preſent age; he will find them unhappy, and ig- 
norant above all men, excepting in a very few ſecularities, and 
money matters: and as they refuſe to be taught by that revela- 
tion that God has given us; ſo they muſt remain groping: in 
darknefs, and in doubt about the light, tho' it ſhines all arour” 


them. 
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be known, his inviſible power and godbesdh and 


how he will be worſhipped, till he is pleaſed ro make 


fome revelation or other of himſelf.” 


The controverſy then between Chriſtianity nd 


. — religion, will turn upon this point, namely, 


By which way God, has made this revelation, 
% whether by a * record, or an inward law, 
*<, hight or reaſon ? That it cannot be by the latter, 
de prove thus: When the ſenſes have acted upon 
«- any material, natural, object or thing; what they 


« take in of that object or thing, and retain by that 


t action, is the inward ſenſe of that object or 
«thing ; and the knowledge we gain by ſuch re- 


<5, peated acts of the ſenſes upon nature and her 


« operations, is natural knowledge, or phyſics : 
« when we have made uſe of thoſe natural and ac-; 
be quired. ideas, to help us to the knowledg of 
«ſpiritual things, the knowledge we hereby Fear 
* of God and his operations, is ſupernatural know- 
* ledge,. or metaphyſics. In this ſenſe, and no. 
other, metaphyſics are allow'd. Here is no 
rxeaſoning à priore; nor aught but the dor mant 
principle of reaſon, which God put into the 
* ſoul, not grown naturally into exerciſe, but 
« brought into it by inſtruction and uſe. Thus, 
« by things that are viſible, and within the reach of 
« . our ſenſes, and which. we can underſtand; we 


are led to the knowledge of things which. are in- 
& viſible, beyond the reach of our ſenſes, and which 


* we could not otherwiſe underſtand: and ſince it. 
©« is.ccrtain and granted, that we have no innate 


6 ideas, ſuręly nothing can be in the underſtanding 
but What comes in by the ſenſes; we therefore 


© have no ideas of God and ſpiritual things, or we 


* muſt have them by our ſenſes: but our ſenſes 
cannot act immediately upon ſpiritual objects, 


« becauſe they are not the proper objects of ſenſe: 


«therefore, we muſt have our ideas of ne and 


in- 


4 
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750 


©, inviſible things froth natural and viſible 


but natural and viſible things can give us noi 
<< of ſpiritual and inviſible ones, unleſs they beat 
ſome analogy to them, and that analogy be re- 


„ vealed too; unleſs they are: the ſimulacra, or 
images of them; and, if they be the images of 


& them, they muſt have been created and 5 
<<. by God the Creator; and to this very end, and 

with this very dean: for nothing could be 
<«< created: by infinite wiſdom but with fore-know- 
<« ledge and deſign.“ And ſince we find ia the 
ſcriptures things repreſented to us under the ideas 
and names of viſible things, it is a demonſtration in 


itſelf, that God framed them to repreſent himſelf, 


and what he pre- intended to reveal of himſelf and 
his ways to mankind. The ſcripture then is the 
ſpeculum by which we view God's: works, his works 
are the emblems by which we-conceive-of him, and 
whoſoever attempts to reaſon about divinity or na- 
ture by any other means, or in any other manner, 


inſtead of being a reaſon a is is a very weak man, to 
ul will miſtake his own- 


ſay no worſe; for he mu 
dreams for reaſon; ; and if he will trace the origin 
of his own reaſon, and that of the Heathen maths 
he will ſoon be convinced of it. 


It is preſumed it will be allow'd, the 3 to : 


reaſon truly flows from the wiſdom of the infor 


mind, and that then it is wiſdom, or the effect of it; 2 


if ſo, falſe reaſoning mult ſpring from the weakneſs 


of the uninformed mind, and is folly: and ſince by 


wiſdom the world knew: not God, we . mult 

therefore have recourſe: to ſome other reſource than 
to the world, or the wiſdom of it, or we muſt re- 
main fools. 


— 


What that can be that can bee l us wiſe but a re- 
velation from God, I cannot conceive. The out- 


wang face and tien of nature we can ſee; 


2 its 


OS. I "Oar: i 1 &s. 


"- a, A et 
— 3—— — —-— . — 


48 
— 2 
: 


— — 


* 


————. ” 3 * 
— — „ — 1 Ne as * — de 
| - _ * 2 4 2 * 
* ws ; 
. * 7 
* 0 0 be - „ — _ 
OE ca Shan gr ne neg Ng ; 4 my —— how — — 
| 7 * ” * 
| * n 


_ — ——  —— ——— 
n 


* — 
22 — 


| ( 16 5. 

its internal frame and inviſible mechaniſm we, by © 
Hur natural abilities, can form no notion about. 
 How,then ſhall we reaſon about or diſcern the ana- 
logy its internal parts have to the ſpiritual world, till 
it be revealed to us? *Tis impoſſible. Let the 
eurious fire- engine, now emptying water from the 
lead- mines in Derbyſhire, be a rough inſtance. That 
machine was the contrivance of men who under- 
ſtood God's revelation of the mechaniſm of nature. 
Let the wiſeſt man living, who only views the 
external ſurface of it; let the lunatic Reviewers, 
who think they underſtand every thing, ſtretch their 
long ears to its noiſe, they will be never the wiſer, 
till its internal mechaniſm, and the infinite force of 
the fluids which move it, has been explored to them. 
Its external form, and its effects, may make them 
ſtare as a cow does at a ſtrange object; but without 
a revelation of the internal motion of its parts, and 
what the movers are, they will never be able to come 
at the reaſon of its operations. If this be the caſe 
in a piece of artificial mechaniſm, how immenſe is 
the difference between that and the infinite works of 
an infinite God? Bluſh ye worms of earth, drop 
your pride, ſearch the ſcriptures, and ſubmir to be 
taught by your Maker, that you may be delivered 
from your ignorance. In the ſcriptuses you will 
ſoon ſee, at leaſt you may, that thoſe parts of nature 
that we have any concern with, and which lie be- 
yond the reach of our underftandings, are revealed 
and made plain, to aſſiſt and improve our minds; 
and thoſe parts of nature which lie more level to 
our underſtandings, and with which we are more 
converſant, mutually explain the ſcriptures.” For 
in them we are frequently referred to the more ab- 
ſtruſe parts of nature; and when that is the caſe, we 
never fail to find them explain'd : ſometimes we are 
teferred to matters of art and operation, Which we 
are or ought to be acquainted _ and FW _— 
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Fail to explain the ſcriptures. The unpaganized 
reader may find many inſtances of both forts inter- 
ſperled in the ſacred writings. The want of room 
obliges me to omit the circumſtantial accounts I had 
| inſerted of many of them, and only to refer to a 
few inſtances: When theſe facts are diſputed, an 
ample account of them ſhall be produced. In the 
interim, the learned reader may be — by 
turning to his Hebrew bible, Gen. 1. 4, 6, 7, 14g 
18. Lev. i 17; v. 8; x, 10; xi. 47. Num. viil. 143 
Xvi. 21. Amos in. 12. In theſe and many other 
places we find 574 badal as a verb, ſignifies to 
divide, to ſeparate, to ſever, to tear to pieces, &c. 
in Num. xxxi. 22. Ezek. xxii. 18. xxvii. 12. we 
find A as a noun; the name of Tin. That the 
ſcripture here ſhews us the true nature of Tin in its 
Hebrew name 573 which, as above, is to ſeparate, 
ſever, &c. and that this is infallibly its true nature, 
no man ſhall deny; for no art or fkill can mix it 
with other metals, but they are thereby ſpoil'q, 
renderetꝰ immalleable and uſeleſs. Its mixing uſe- 
fully with minerals as ſtubborn and brittle as itſelf, 
will not be admitted as an objection. Hence 
Ifaiah i. 25. God's promiſe to take away all their 
Tin, has in it a maſculine elegance which every 
claffic author muſt veil before. In this inſtance the 
ſcripture explains a part of nature to us, the truth of 
which the experience of all ages confirms, and the 
fruitleſs attempts of all future ones to render tin 
melfegbie, will corroborate. 

In Jer. vi. 29. The sENSE of ſcripture i is ſhewn 
by the knowledge of an art or operation, without 
which the text is not only obſcure but unintelligible. 
The bellows are burnt, the lead is conſumed, &c. 
The man with his head full of modern learning, 
WhO knows not how ſilver is refined; cannot con- 
ceive what the burning of the bellows, and the con- 
r of the lead means here, and that when 
D | that 
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that happens, the ſilver can never be made finer, 
but will always remain unfit for the workman's uſe. 
Similar caſes may be ſeen Jer, iv. 3; ii. 22. Prov. 
xxvi. 20. Hoſea x. 12. and in almolt every chapter 
of the bible: wherefore, to ſuppoſe a man with his 
rabbinical learning, his heathen Greek, his inborn 
lght of nature, his fitneſs of things, &c. without 
a knowledge of nature, able or fit to comment 
fcripture, is as extraordinary as to expect a cat div- 
ing in the Atlantic to catch fiſh, ſhould ſucceed. 
If Hebrew names and words differ from the am- 
biguous babble of the modern infidels, by having 
their ſenſes fixed and determinate, and this has been 
proved by men of the greateſt learning; it is pre- 
ſumed none will have the audaciouſneſs to deny it: 
if they do, it is a truth which I affirm upon evi- 
dence, and will not give up. Hence it has, and 
may again at any time, be proved, that the Hebrew 
language is deſcriptive, that the clear evidence of 
Chriſtianity riſes out of it, that it was exhibited to 
Adam, inviſibles by viſihles, paſt and to come 
by types, emblems, ſacrifices, &c. that Jews and 
Gentiles underſtood them; that the knowledge and 
tradition of the whole heathen world, by ignorants 
now called the law of nature, roſe from them; that 
by abuſing the traditions they carried off, they ſunk 
into the ignorance in which they now grope: ſo 
that the knowledge they have or ever had, is ſo far 
from being the blaze of a natural light, or ariſing 
from an innate natural law, that it is, in its higheſt 
ſplendor, only ſimilar tothe horizontal gleam of a re- 
tired ſun, the dying evaneſcent ſhade of an original 
revelation: and he who has not reading and learning 
enough to ſee this, if he is a man who pretends to 
learning, is paſt my cure; the reaſon is, becauſe 
he is too ignorant to be taught; nor will he be able 
to follow in tracing the ſcripture- account of things 
below, He is in the condition of a ſchool. boy who 


SEG © a 
has Joundered away his time, and played: truanx, 
and when grown up in his ignorance, ridicules the 


learning he rejected and refuſed to be taught.” 


This is and muſt be the caſe of every one who re- 
jects revelation ; for no man ever yet rejected it 
upon evidence. Such rejectors ate in the condition 
of the Quaker, who when diſputing with his neigh- 
bouring farmer a-croſs the hedge, and was pinched, 
reply*d, Friend, thou may'ſt ſay what thou wilt, I 
will never be convinced. but if thou ſay*ſt any 
more, I will come and confound thee with my 
thorn bill. If therefore it be unreaſonable in a boy 
to reject the inſtructions of his parent, to reject the 
education of his ſchool-maſter, for the fake of 


playing with cockle-ſhells and baubles, gadding and 


lurching to catch birds with ſalt; how much more 
ſo muſt it be for men who call themen reaſon- 
able, to reject the original fountain of inſtructions, 
the written revelation of God, to follow their own 
wild imaginations. This is like throwing the com- 
paſs over - board to gueſs at the courſe, parting with, 
our journal to find out the longitude at fea. When 
it is a wiſe and prudent action to quit a faithful and 
ſkilful guide, to follow a Will-o'th'-wiſp, to quit 
the path and tumble over a precipice, I will never 
more charge the votaries of the law of nature with 
acting contrary to reaſon, If they reply here, that 
their ſouls are like the miraculqus Olybian lamp, 
that they have an inward ſource, and need no 
foreign ſupplies ; I wiſh them joy of their phrenzy. 
If they object, by alking, Who taught the ſpider 
& his mathematics? How comes he to lodge in the 
center of his web, that he may fally vow: all oc- 
* cafions to any part of the circumference ? How 
he comes to premeditate and forecaſt ? For, if 
e he did not know that there are flies for him to 
feed on, he would not watch for them, nor ſpin 
% out his bowels in that exquiſite form and texture 
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5 for it is certain he who ordained flies for his 
« ſuſtenance, gave him alſo light and ſkill to exe- | 
* cute his ordinance. BE. 
Who taught the hare to countermarch, when 
$* ſhe doubles her trace in the purſuit, to confound 
1 e the ſcent, and puzzle the hound? Who counſels 
ber to ſtride from the double to her form, that 
ber ſteps may be at a greater diſtance, and, by 
« inference, ſhe the more difficult to find out? 
„ Certainly this is a well ordered policy, enough 
to prove that God is not abſent from his creature, 
but that wiſdom reacheth_mightily from one end 
to another, and that an incorruptible ſpirit filleth 
* .all things.“ . 
I have eldewhere ſhewn the difference between a 
man and a beaſt, the different œconomies they are 
under, with the reaſon of it: if the objector chuſes 
his lot and abode with the latter, I congratulate 
him, and leave him in full poſſeſſion of all the 
privileges of his community. See Eſſay on Inſpira- 
tion, page 171. There he may ſee their charter, 
which renders a reply here needleſs. When any one 
can overthrow what is advanced above, and in the 
eſſay on this ſubject, it ſhall be further attended to. 
In the mean while we paſs to the ne 


Second propoſition, viz. The doctrine of a 
triune God is to be found in the ſcriptures, and is 
not contrary to reaſon, # 


I am now to addreſs the infidel's near kinſman, 
the anti-trinitarian; he is the greater fool of the 

two. The formet cuts the matter ſhort, and be- 
=» cauſe he likes not to retain God in his knowledge, 
= is reſolved to have nothing to do with him'; there- I 
i fore gives himſelf no concern about his revelation, i 

except to find fault with and oppoſe-it, and chuſes 

to keep himſelf in the moth profound 1 = 
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e 
and to live and die in doubt. The latter owns a 
revelation from God, but will have the conſtruing 
of it himſelf, and will hew out of it a God to his 
own liking, or he will have none. But, if the He- 
brew ſcriptures are as above (Inſpiration, page 150.) 


fixed, and determined by ſenſible objects and the 


mechanical laws of nature, the ſtability of which, and 
their agreement with the revelation of God, was 


ſettled and appointed by the omnipotent and in- 

finitely wiſe Creator; is it not attacking a munition 
of rocks, a running upon the thick boſſes of the 
buckler of the Almighty, to prevaricate about it, 


or to wreſt it to our own filly ſyſtems ? 

The doctrine of a triune God is ſtrong and clear, 
and would remain ſo if men, whoſe minds are 
earthly, carnal, and deviliſh, did not employ their 

wanton imaginations againſt it. They. throw the 
blame from themſelves, yet they only are to blame 
for ſplitting that truth into a thouſand heretical and 


damnable diſtinctions, and anti- ſcriptural whimſies, 


while their zeal, poiſoned with ethics, breathes out 


contentious and burning calentures, and their faith, 


quitting her wings and perſpective, leans on the reed 
of a ſyllogiſm; nor have they aught but their own 
homeſpun creed (for a creed they have) to eſtabliſh 


their wild chimerical ſyſtem upon. When the 


doctrine finder conſideration ſtands in need of quirks 
and forced conſtructions of ſcripture for its ſup- 
ports, or of the reveries of Clarke, Sykes, Tay- 
lor, &c. &c. we will call in their friends to our aid, 
or give it up, but not before. My reaſon for omit- 
ting the uſual arguments by which that doctrine is 


proved, is not becauſe I neglect them, or, becauſe 


I think them inconcluſive, but becauſe they are to 


be met with every where; for when I find the ſame 
names, the fame works, the ſame glory, &c. at- 


tributed to each of the three divine perſons, I have 
no way to avoid. believing their proper divinity 
3 CCC 
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and equality, but by denying the truth and per · 
ſection of the ſcriptures, The doctrine of one God 
is not a principle of natural religion, tho? it be of 


the excited reaſon of all mankind ; for the Trini- 
tarian has but one God any more than the Uni- 


tarian: the former maintains the dectrine of a triune 


God, the latter denies it: but notwithſtanding the 
prejudices of the preſent age againſt the doctrine 


of the trinity are heighten'd by artifice and a pom- | 
. Pous pretence to learning and reaſon ; and tho? they 


domineer over and hector every man that beheves 


it, as if he was a madman or a fools we will ſo- 
berly attempt to remove this prejudice in ſober 
minds, by trying what ſcripture and reafon will do 

together, in ſupport. of that doctrine, and when 


that fails us, we will voy it v6. and Commence 
infdels. 1 50 


The ſcriptures give us an account of ae 


called 2'25 Rubbim, great ones: to ſhew what 
and who they are, is our preſent buſineſs. What 
then. and who are they? They are divine perſons 
in the ſacred trinity, each of whom are equally 
25. Rub, a great one *. Is this a te of the 
law of nature? No, for that knows nothing at all 
of a deity. How came the Heathens by the idea 
then, for they Had temples too, and worſhipped 
Ein great ones? They worſhipped only ſicut 
a the ſimilitudes of the real 155 Rubbim; 


the powers in nature for the framer of nature, by 


miſtaking the exemplar for the prototype, the crea- 
ture for the Creator, by an obſcure tradition, the 
original of which they received from revelation, as 
they did all the knowledge they had, and bur for that 
had neither . worſhipped -i nor ficut . 


Will the LAARNLD ethnics r are dealing with 


allow 


It is to be noted here, that this is the epithet from whence 
the Jewiſh doctors im padently aſſumed the ticle of Rabbi to them - 
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allow that? No. What will you do with them 
then? When they will lend à ſober attention, we 
will prove it to their faces; if they wink hard, wWe 
Will neglect them for their prophanity, and pity 
them for their more than heathen ignorance. The 
Heathens blundered for want of a revelation, the 
moderns blunder. after them with a revelation in 
their hands. The poor Heathens aimed at ſub- 
ſtantiating phantoms, the poorer : moderns aim at 
making mankind bow down to their ſnadowys. The 
former miſtook the traditions of their fathers for 
truth, the modern infidels miſtake their traditionary 
dreams for the law of nature, and call that the law 
| of God. Could we raiſe the elder: Heathens from 
4 their graves, they would laugh aloud at the infidel 


- for deſpiling revelation. | Thoſe knew what to ex- 
9 pect from the i but miſtook their ſimilitudes, 


the agents in nature, for them; theſe neither know: 
what to expect from the Si nor what nature is. 
If any one tells him, he mocks and ſneers, ſhuts his 
eyes, complains. for want of evidence, pleads the 
right of private judgment, loſes his temper, and 
hates you. He flies to his marvellous reaſon -to- 
ſet him right; but that muſt fail him, till the 
] - reaſon of a man born blind can determine the ſkill 
1 of an oculiſt. 30 Rub is the higheſt epither the 
+} Hebrew, or any other language affords; it is great 
- 2 in wiſdom, power, ſtrength, e can be 
termed a perfection. B29 is its plural maſcu- 
line. The true ſupernatural B27 Rubbim, is 
Jehovah Elahim. The Meſſiah is called 30 Ezek. 
XXViii. 14, &c. Iſ. liii. 2. He Jhall procure 
1 juſtice to the 27 Rubbim, therefore will T di- 
= oa him a. portion with the i Rubbim, be- 
cauſe he ſhall empty out his 93 frame to death, 
and bear the forfeiture of ſin to Yi. Ibid. liv. 1.“ 
« Who is this that cometh from N the human 
nature, With garments dyed, from the wine-prels ? 
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This is he glorious in his apparel, I 9575 mani- 


feſting the ſecret in juſtice. ' 20 A great one, to 
obtain ſalvation. Pf. xxxviii. 1. And delight thyſelf 
in N, &c. The Heathens, as above, had temples to 
P27 Rubbim, Amos iii. 15. refer'd to Cant. vii. 4. 
Their Rubbim were indeed but the ſimilitudes of the 
real 5127; nevertheleſs, they worſhipped them by 
miſtake, under various fymbols and emblems, heads 
of animals, which uſage they alſo /received by tra- 
dition from revelation ; which has been and may be 


proved at any time, beyond contradiction. They 


worſhipped Jupiter, Sol, Diana, Geryones, &c. each 
with three heads. Janus bad four. Plutarch aſcribes 
many eyes and hands, Ariftophanes four heads, to 
Geryone. Heeate is painted with three heads. 
Cerberus had three heads, which the Heathens made 


to repreſent the three regions of heaven, or the three= + 
fold power of God. We find them frequently 


talking of their triple-formed, three-faced, three- 
aded goddeſs, the triple Hecate, the three-faced 
Diana, the three-faced Proſerpine, the three - headed 
Mithras, &c. &c. Nor would they propheſy but 
on a tripod ; and always treated the number three as 


a a ſacred number, about which they had many ſuper- 
ſttitions. A multitude of inftances might here be 


uced to ſhew that the Heathens had all of them 
a triune object of worſhip : nor had they aught but 
what they had traditionally from revelation. When 
our wonderful gentlemen the oppoſers or the 
neglectors of revelation, who are fo fond of re- 


ceiving the law of nature from the hands of the 
Heathen, and of exalting their wiſdom and natural 


light ; when they will tel} us why they receive one 
thing with ſo much greedineſs, and reject another 
with ſo much ſcorn ; or when they have learnin 

enough to form an objection here, which ſhall ſhew 
they underſtand the ſcriptures, or the heathen my- 


thology, and can account for the triple-formed ob- 
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jets of the heathen worſhip upon any other princi- 
ples than that of tradition, they ſhall be treated as 
men of learning, and indulged in their anti: trinita- 
rian ſtupidity, and to put rings in our noſtrils, and 
lead us to the unknown land, where the law'of nature 
is the rule; and were it not chen that ſupercedes all 
Preaching, inſtruction, and order, Mr. Caleb Fle- 
ming, & c. ſhould have mf vote to be A—B-—PS 
there ohbenr 
Ihe firſt name gabe 720 Ren ene Nene 
ae under was that of -N Elahim, cOve- 
nanters to redeem. Mr. Fleming, and that clan, 
ſtart at this ; they are ſo undepraved, immaculate 
and pure, that they need no redemption: and, for 
revelation, they can do without; they have an in- 
ward light, which blazes ſpontaneouſly to light them 
in their way to heaven; a natural law inwrought 
into their being, ſufficient to direct their ſteps ; they 
will accept of no more from their God, nor ſcarcely 
thank him for that. Talk to them of a revelation 
to direct their reaſon ! A Redeemer from fin! or 
his merit! they ſpurn ;. you affront. the dignity. of 
their natures, their high- born blood boils. Talk 
to them of a triune God, an incarnate Saviour, 
that his humanity is the divine Shekinah, they don't 
underſtand you. It was at thoſe doctrines Mr. 
Fleming's dark fire kindled and burſt, and con- 
tinues to flame like the blazing ſulphur, the flowing 
impure py rope of Veſuvius. 
Notwithſtanding this, 'N Elahim i is plural, 
and acknowledged to be ſo by the Whole learned 
world, and involves in it the whole myſtery of our 
redemption; and, if 1 were diſpoſed to urge au- 
thorities here, I have the greateſt on my fide that 
Europe can afford, ſuch as have diſſipated every 
rabbinical. quirk chat can be pleaded againſt it, 
DRAMA Baraim is another plural name, truly ren» 
dered Creators, Eccleſ. xii, 1, &c. The tranſlators 
E have, 


0 26 ) 25 

tives; in Gieſe' and many other places, by rendering 
Hebrew plurals by Engliſh ſingulars, anticipated an 
objection from Pſalm xl. 6. Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever, the ſcepter of thy kingdom is 
a right ſcepter.“ Here are two plural words in 
this verſe rendered by ſingular ones, and the voca- 
tive added. Read the verſe 4s it really is, and | 
objection vaniſhes. Thy threne, the Elahim, i 

for ever and ever, the ſcepter of thy kingdoms is a 
right ſcepter: nor does the apoſtle? 8 quotation in 


Heb. i. at all controul this, for it cannot be deny'd 


that Elahim in the Old Teſtament is rendered by 
Oe in the New, and that they had no better word 
in the Greek language to render it by: it is as 
certain O is to be underſtood plurally, Luke 
Kit. 20.“ u fool, this niglit they will require 
thy ſoul :? Who will require it? The Ota will re- 
quire it. Thoſe are enough for our preſent pur- 
pole. I want to know What re will do with thoſe 
plural names of God above. I doubt not but the 
firſt uſe they will make of them, will be to form an 


objection, that they confirm not the doctrine of a 


trinity any more than of a quadruplicity; &c. in the 
Deity. This is granted: all that they are brought 
for Here is, to prove a plurality in the divine eſſence, 
and an equality amongſt chem. The oneneſs of the 
. Deity,” and that this plurality terminates in a tri- 
unity, comes next to be "conſidered. But, prelimi- 
nary to it, I commend to their confideration, Deut. 


vi. 4. IU IT rig me Ne whe. 


Hear, O Iſrael, Jehovah, opr Elahim, is one Je- | 


hovah.““ It lies at the door of the Unitarians* to 
make ſenſe of this text, and many others, or to 
throw off the maſk, and deny the truth of revelation. 
in Jehovah is here the name of that God who 


created the heavens and the earth, and all things. 


It is fingular, and has no plural: but plural names 
are joined with ic 10-@ varicty of places. If the 
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Unitarians have neglected the Hebrew language ſo 
long, till they know not how to: conſtrue it, nor 
know the idea deſign'd to be convey/d to the mind 
in ſuch places, they ſhould have the modeſty not to 
cenſure thoſe who do. Nor have they a right to 
deny a doctrine they know not how. to prove, or 
how) to overthrow z therefore common decency, 
methinks, ſhould make them confeſs their ignorance. 
If Lord and God in this text convey the ſame idea, 
it is not common ſenſe, It would be ſimilar to 
ſayings Hear, O Iſrael, the King our King, is one 
King. The Lord God, the Lord his God, the 
Lord their God, &c. are unideal phraſes, upon the 
preſent plan of rabbinical and Greek learning; and 
till the Deiſts and the Uaitarians know the difference 
between that and the Hebrew, inſtead of reaſoning 
about ſcripture and its doctrine, they babble. The 
name 11 imports and qeclares the ſelf-exiſtence 
of the divine Being and its: unity. I. he plural names 
above, and thoſe joined with it, contradict not this, 
as will appear by the frame of the language, and 
what the unity, of a natural ſubſtance is; Which when 
our Unitarians will ponder, tho? they now think: 
they know better than che ſcriptures can teach 
them, they may perhaps recover their modeſty. 
But, in anſwer to their objection, That number one 
is not number three; nor number three number 
one; that three men cannot be one man; nor̃ one 
three: it is to be obſerved, that that ſtands in no 
kind of oppoſition to the doctrine of a triune God. 
His unity appears from his name u Jehovah, 
and from our trueſt conceptions of nature (me- 
chanical nature I mean ;) the plurality of perſons 
in the divine eſſence, from the, plural names above, 
and alſo from nature, in which ſimple unity is not 
tobe found; for there is not in the natural world 
ſuch a ſubſtance ; nor is it poſſible. there ſhould. 
The infidel and the Unitarian ſhall have leave to 
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range the animal, the vegetable, and the mineral 
kingdoms, and more if they can find them; and 
when they think. they have got it, I will ſhew them 
their miſtake, and it they will pay the expence of its 
analization, it ſhall be ſhewn them, that the higheſt 
ſimplicity in natural ſubſtances is triune, and chat their 
iP urmoſt perfection conſiſts in the due temperament 
of this triplicity, and that unity conſiſts in that and 
in that only. There is no paradox in this; it isa 
natural ſimple truth. The unity of the Deity is, 
therefore, a truth the trinity deſtroys not, no not 
in its nature nor in our conception. The trinity of 
the Deity is a truth which the unity deſtroys not. 
come now to deliver the reader from his pannic, 
leſt he ſhould think I confound plurality with 
trinity; by obſerving, if earthly or natural things are 
patterns of heavenly ones, as the apoſtle avers, = Y 
4 Heb. ix. 23, and as the whole ſcriptute proves: | — 
1 if they are exemplars of the eternal prototypes, which 
be ſcriptures warrant me to affirm, it behoves tge 
SQ Unitarian to examine his principles, rather than 
1 blindly object: for he has taken them upon truſt, 
without regard to the ſcriptures or the natural 
world, tho? God created it to repreſent himſelf and 
the ſpiritual world analogically. Wherefore there 
is in ſcripture another name of God, which when 
apply d to nature, is the name of a triune ſub- 
ſtance; or, it is the name of che trinity in nature; 
that trinity in nature which under various emblems, 
as above, the Heathens miſtook, and by an obſcure 
tradition, worſhipped for the ſupernatural trinity. 
Hence I am warranted to believe and maintain that 
doctrine, as authenticated by the ſcriptures, and 
their agreement with the natural world: npr have ba 
I any doubt, when I find my ſelf aſcertained of this 
1 truth by the genuine meaning of the 22 Shem- 
ö mim. This is the plural maſculine ef t Shem, 
Lf and ſignifies eminently the placers, the diſpofers, 
rulers, 
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rulers, &e. the names; and, when apply*d'to ) natufe, 
the heavens.” They differ not in ſubſtance, but in 
complexion, their ſpiritual, eſſential ſimplicity N 
the Tame, 'tho? they are triune. 
When - the Unitarians can conſtrue II. xl. 12. 
( Hebrew Bible) into Engliſh, they thall be indulged 
the uſe of a pen; if they publiſh aught upon this 
doctrine bender they ſtand chargeable with g 

Phanit7. 
have an Iecount of che ede Shemimim, 
* *r, 14, 15, 173 3 ii. 1 & c. &c. N a 
The. m& 


aniſm of the material heaven 1 here 
deſeribed, RUgarks, p. 19, &c. and by them mean 
that immenſe fſtid of fire, light, and ſpirit, which 
were the inſtruments in forming, and now fills "the - 
vaſt expanſe of nature from the earth to the fixed 
ſtars; and beyond, if aught be beyond. This 1 
have affirmed the bar agen the ſimulacra of the 
ſupernatural trinity. I expect to be told I have 
here taken coach in a cloud to conceal myſelf: 
Verily I have not; for I perfectly underſtand myſelf, 
and will take all the pains I can that the reader may 
underſtand me too. Heavens bleſs you, is a com- 
mon phraſe at parting with a friend, and is uſed by 
the Jews from their forefathers to this day: whether 
that expreſſion may not now be dwindled into an 
unmeaning heatheniſh one, Lwifl not ſay, but once 
it was not ſo. The philoſopher who dreams of 
nature, in that part ot it we are talking about, to be 
à void, will laugh at me for mentioning the materia} 
heavens ;* but his mirth would be better employ'd 
at his own ignorance, till he gets rid of it: for; the 
proof of the exiſtence, and the deſcription' of the 
fpiritual, or real heavens, are taken from the ma- 
terial ones ane — 1 Teriptore, where we 
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# ate _ perpetually, referr'd from the latter to the 


ormer, which we mould not be if the latter were 
a void. 

Job ſpeaking of the hypocrite, * the ohr 
heavens ſhall declare his iniquity, Job. xx. 27. 
The pſalmiſt ſays, they ſet their mouths againſt the 
te heavens, Pf. Ixxiii. 9. The man clothed ii in 
linen upon the waters of the river, lift up his left 
hand and his right hand to the Ew hoanents 
and ſwore by him that liveth for ever, and gyer, 
Dan. xii. 7. And for this cauſe Hezekiah - Ling, 
and Iſaiah the prophet, the ſon of Amos, cried and 
prayed to the ode heavens; and Jg ovah ſent, an 
angel, 2 Chron. xxxii. 20. Compare 2 Kings xix. 14. 
If. xxxvii. 14. and you can have no higher con- 
viction, that -t, heavens, in the firſt, is Jehoyah: 
in the two laſt places; I have ſinned againſt heaven 
and in thy fight, Luke xv. 18, &c. If I am to 
be talked off here with a figure, 4; hops to be 
able to cypher that. 

The tranſlators have in theſe. and many other 
places, taken very unwarrantable - liberties in ren- 
dering Hebrew plurals by Engliſn ſingulars, and 
vice verſa. If this were admitted in ſocial life, it 
would make fearful havock: nor is it to be doubted 


but the conſequences have been more tremendous 
by admitting it into divinity, in tranſlating a reve- 


lation from God. If a lawyer ſhould take this 
liberty in tranſlating a deed or will, abuſe our un- 
derſtandings, and transfer or leſſen our property 
thereby, what ſhould we think of hin? The tran- 
flators I doubt not, did it without ſeeing the conſe-- 
ro”. but the man that will continue thus to 
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would he ſcruple to g the — charter Of 


the kingdom ? No. And were our lives, properties, 


and liberties to depend upon ſuch a commentator, 
would he heſitate one moment about beifanas 
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us? No. We cannot charge a higher fraud than 
this upon the Papiſts, or upon their! ſpawn the 
Quakers, ' All this is owing” to the pride of thoſe 
Who value themſelves upon their ſtock of rabbinical 
and claſſic learning, and to the vanity of our whim- 
ical rationaliſts; tho' it is a truth known to every 
One WO knows an thing of the matter, that a man 
may as well dre r and teach muſic without the 
gammut, as divinity or philoſophy without the He- 
brew language. In that language we find various 
plural names and epithets joined with his fingular 
Hame' Pa yi Jebovah ; and the laſt plural name 
Dt Shemmim put, interchangeably put, for 
i Jehovah; that is, the name of the trinity 
im nature, the material heavens: and, by analogy, 
when apply'd to the divine Being, of the. ſuper- 
natural trinity, this (Jehovah) the name of his 
undivided eſſence. What will our Unitarians object 
here ? The impropriety of the Hebrew language? 
The idiom of 11 The ignorance of the inſpired 
writers? The unfaithfulneſs of God, and his deſign 
to deceive us? The rectitude of our natural abilities 
to correct thoſe blunders, and ſupercede God's 
revelation? or what? If the inſpired writers were 
ignorant, that God. who taught man knowledge and 
language was not, and his faithfulneſs is as the 
everlaſting mountains: the propriety of the lan- 
guage and its idiom, is founded on che natural works 
of God: and the ſtability of nature muſt fail ere 
the propriety and idiom of the Hebrew language 
can deceive us, or be impeached with obſcurity or 
deficiency : and, if our natural abilities were fo 
perfect, we needed nought elſe to guide us. What 
will they reſort to next: ? 'W by, notwithſtanding all 
that has been ſaid, their blindneſs and conceit is 
ſo incurable, that they conceive their reaſon ſo per- 
fect, and their inward light ſo.clear, as to diſcern 
that if the doctrine of a triune God be contained 
| 1 | | in 
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in ſcripture, / it is no revelation from ki they. 
know better, and will not believe it. This 1 haye 


had from theit own mouths. This is throwing the 


'\maſk off, and telling us, they will have ſuch a re- 
velation as they like, or they will have none, and 
ſuch, a God as they like, or they won't own him. 


But to return to the EYD& Shemmim, In the text 
above cited, we find them and Jehovah ſynonimous: 


we find them the object of, Hezekiah's and the 


propbet Iſaiah's worſhip. Were they (the King 
and the prophet) idolaters here? No,. For, w when 
they: cryed and prayed to the ZW Shemmim, 


{heayens] Jebovah- heard and anſwered, and ſent an 


angel, &c. We find Cpt beavens, as above, 
when apply'd to nature, the name of a ſubſtance 


that exiſts, and cannot but exiſt in a triune manner. 


This natural ſubſtance the Cid has, three names 
in the Hebrew ſeriptures ; they alſg exiſt in threę 
conditions, yet are but one ſubſtance. And ſince 


this is no fiction, it lies at the Unitarian's door to 


to ſnew why, When it is apply d to God, it ſhould 
not mean a ſupernatural triune object. I affirm, for 
the rea ſons above, it does; and till they can. ſhew 
Lam miſtaken, I ſhall inſiſt upon the reaſonableneſs 


of it, and cenſure their uadeeRtanding for. der 


nying . | 7% 
Our | Unitarians nl. dn — to Taber = 
inevitable conſequences. that muſt. follow upon the 
annihilation; of either of thoſe natural agents, and 
in that caſe to determine what muſt become of the 
other-two. If the elementary fire Was deſtroy d, 


what muſt become of the light and the pirit? If 
the light were extinct, hat muſt become of the fire 


and the ſpirit ? If the ſpirit were demoliſhed, what 


muſt become of the light and the fire? If they are 


philoſophers and not able to pronounce the fate of 
nature, upon the demolition of. either of thoſe three 
= they have no right to the name: for they | 

are 


* 
/ 


And All FT have been ſaying to them is like reading 


pabulum of fire, without which it, is extiget, in . 

moment, and that it will for ever ruſh into the fires, - 

where fire is in action, we aſk, What prevents its 

ruſhing into the ſun, and becoming a pabulum to 4 
the fire there, and whether aught elſe, has ſupply'd., 

the ſun ever ſince its creation, now near ſix thouſand _ 
= years? or how it happens then that all the ſpiric in 
1 nature has not been burnt up, or at leaſt, diminiſhed; 
Py long ago? Can it feed the ſun and preſerve itlelf ? - 
Can the fire ſupply the world wich a conſtant, flux EE. 
of light, without being waſted or fed? ſtrange in- | 
_ deed? Thoſe are difficulties the ſtrictures of the, = 
common philoſophy will not ſolve. If I am told = 
DF OO the : that 
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into death. A certain illuminated myſtic could 
tell the world, the ſtars were the engines of God's 0 
omnipotence, by which he wrought all his wonders. 
Who told him that, I cannot tell. How the omni- 
porence of God is actuated, I pretend not to tell: but 
fure 1 am, that all the mighty effects in the vaſt 
expanſe, on the earth and under the earth, and in 


che three natural kin doms, are brought about by 


che inſtrumentality of this amazing” triune fluid; 
ſtorms, tempeſts, thunders, lightning, meteors, 
Hail, rain, froſts, ſnow, and ice; the aſtoniſhing 
phenomena of electricity, magnetiſm, gravitation, . 
earthquakes, vulcano's, &c. fruitful ſeaſons, blaſts, 
and mildews, dearths, and famines, in the vegetable 
kingdarn ; the rarity and denſity. in the mineral 
kingdom, the particular properties, and peculiar , | 
qualities of the metals and minerals, are from 


hence; and all the changes chat can be made, and all 
vhe operations that can be perſormed upon them. are. - 
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leite from hence. Our culinary and foundary 
fires and their effects, our lighted candles, every 
flaſh of gunpowder, &c. &c. and, in ſhort, all 
nature, and every part of nature, ſtands out with 4 
glare of evidence to teſtify thole truths, and con- 
ront the gainſayer. _ 3 attempts of the antago- 
niſts to turn this into ridicule, won't affect me at all, 
the ſneer muſt fall upon themſelves amonglt all wiſe. 
men, and what others think of me, Des me no 
concern. 

© «© The above type, the Sw Shemmim, i is 7 
oy expreſſive of the original, that it is impoſſible to 
evade it; and N the great myſtery of the 
«« trinity to our under andings by ideas of ſenſe. 
The unity of the eſſence is exhibited to us by its 
*© unity of ſubſtance ; the trinity of perſons, by i its 
« trinity of conditions, fire, light and ſpirit. 
« Thus, its one ſubſtance in three conditions, ſhews 
the unity in trinity: and its three conditions in 
or of one ſubſtance, ſhews the trinity in unity. 
And in this material created trinity, as in the 
„ exemplar, none is afore or after other; but the 
three conditions, as the three perſons, co-eternal 
« together and co-equal : for let philoſophers and 
„ reaſoners conſider air in the action of fire, and let 
« them tell me which of its three conditions, fire, 
light, and ſpirit, exiſts before or after the other 
* or which can exiſt without the other two. And 


«c 
T 
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as God has created and framed this type the 


| heavens, into a machine capable of ſupporting 
themſelves mechanically, by perpetual motion 

and eirculation, in imitation of perpetual life, and 
of communicating motion and ſo life to animal 

„ bodies; this is a type of the life they, the eſſence, 
& have in themſelves, and alſo an emblem and 
type of that life they, the exemplars, have given 
to the foul, and an emblematical earneſt and 
F 2 5 1 
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K pledge, that they will give it to the immortal 
ee oo ot EE 
© When our Unitarians have philoſophy enough 
to underſtand the mechaniſm of nature; or ſkill, 
enough it the Hebrew language to form one ra- 
tional objection to the account given above, I will 
* congratulate them, and be their diſciple 7 but till 
then it would become them to be leſs dogmatical, 
and more modeſt in their cenſures; for furely no 
man has a right to judge a matter without premiſes, 
nor to cenſure what he does not underſtand, un- 
leſs he is fure the author does not underſtand himſelf, 
nd UTE Sort He cat ] ⅛ . ⅛ 0' ! 
It will be, cherefore, a poor ſhift for the Unitarians 
and infidels to ſay they don't underſtand me here, when 
every gentleman of real learning and reading will 
underſtand me at once. The Anti- trinitarians are, 
therefore, at liberty to wink as hard as they pleaſe: 
to wrap themſelves in clouds and darkneſs, and re- 
Joice in the imaginary ſplendor of their natural light; W. 
but a piece of charcoal, were it rational, might with 
more propriety, boaſt of its internal, incloſed, dark, 
and leſs miſchievous ſmoke. - If they object that all 
above is wide of the point: as that will be putting 
the plummet of their underſtandings into my bands, 
I ſhall then preſently be able to ſhew how ſhallow. 
_ they are. The moralifts have confounded their law 
g of nature with the light of nature: by the light of 
2 nature the ancients meant the material light, by 
which objects are made viſible; and as that pervades 
and actuates all things, they ſpoke of it in the 
higheſt terms ; the cloudy moderns, miſtaking their 
ſenſe, and to gratify their own pride, to ſupport the. 
imaginary dignity of their natures, have transferid 
it to the mind, and blended it with a phantom, 
which they call the law or light of nature, and ſet 
jt pp againſt the reyelation of God. By much ſuch 
: 1 = Another 
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another / blunder as this, another ſet of ignorant 


cheats have ſet themſelves to draw circles to conjure; 
in, and ſtudied to bind the devil, and lay him in 
the Red Sea, & c. But, by a worſe blunder than an 


attempt to chain the devil, the Unitarian has really 


let him looſe. For, to avoid the doctrine of the; 


7 2323 of Chriſt, which is abſolutely founded on 
= 


at of the trinity, he has deviſed a ſcheme to pro- 
pitiate for himſelf; by ſetting his moral obedience: 
againſt his moral deficiency, and making that the 
term of his acceptance with God. This is a crime 
for which it is hard to find a name. — This is not 


being moraliſts by principle, but moraliſts by trades; 


or, it. is trading in morality, and bartering it with 
Heaven for its treaſure, as men pay money to or 
barter ware with the merchant, for property; it is; 
making it the payment of a debt, and alternately 

taking freſn credit; and who, I pray, ſcruples to 
be in debt to pay next week, or next month? But 
this kind of morality, admits: of robbing for burnt- 
offerings 3 of; ſhaving cloſe, and grinding the face 
of the poor all the week, to be very charitable on 

a Sunday. I have known a moraliſt of this ſtamp. 
who by conforming to a round of devotion, and 
putting a little money into the plate held for charity, 
has wiped out the remembrance of all paſt ſins, 
and began to ſin upon a freſh ſcore ; and paid: that 
the ſame way. I ſee not how this differs from: being 
a ſaint and a devil by turns. A very dangerous 
principle to introduce into ſociety. as the rule of our. 
manners. I have known of thoſe huckſters in mo- 
rality aim at keeping their accounts with Heaven, 
ſomewhar like the Italian merchantile method; they 


had a pin«cyſhion ſcarlet on the one ſide, and black 


on the other: for every devout or good action as 
they deem'd it, they ſtuck. a pin on the ſcarlet ſide; 
for every gloomy thought, or bad action, they put 
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9 on the black ſide: at night they Ketled the 


Cary 


account, by telling the number of pins on each fide, / 
and carried over the balance to the next day, and 
ſorgetimes found themſelves in advance with 


Heaven: when they found themſelves in arrear, 


they paid with promiſes and reſolves for the future; 
their whole eſtate, when they could keep it no longer, 


they left to build an hoſpital ; thoulands of rams, 


and ten thouſands of rivers of oil, the fruit of their 
bodies for the ſin of their ſouls, &c. Is not this 


driving a pretty trade think you? But what ſe- 


curity have we here that the greateſt moraliſt ſhall 
not prove the worſt man? for his {inning is only 


going in debt at a pinch, he propoſes to de in ad- 


ce preſently. It is to be remembered he always 


n 
Lade his own accounts. 


To obſerve the various methoths made uſe of by 
thoſe moraliſts to acquit themſelves from an in ſol- 
vency with Heaven, to atone for their fins, and lay 
in à ſtock of merit for hereafter, would urge the 


mirth of any man, if the ſolemnity of the matter 
did not reſtrain it. This ſort of morality, as it 
iprings from ichorance and infidelity,- can thrive" 


with malice, revenge, pride, covetouſneſs, and every” 


evil, bitter, abominable, and mercenary principle in 


the heart. Thoſe are the genuine moral effects upon 


the temper and life of the inſolvent ſinner; yet he 


can chunder for a moral law of nature, the moral ' 
character, and the right of private judgment, and, 
with a fawning devotion and a falſe charity, ſtrut in 


maſquerade, and challenge the whole world to ar- 
Taign his ſaintſhip. This is not a ſcheme worked 
vp to ſerve a turn, but is the real ſtate of the caſe; 


the nature and root of all the morality in the world, 
not founded on, or ſpringing from the doctrines of 


the goſpel, wrought into Principles in the heart. 
The former is a glaring vanity, a falſe ſpeculum for 
fools | 
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fools. to conceal their deformity ; the latter a ſubs // 


ſtantial reality, flowing from the ſimplicity of th —_— 
ſou}, from the affection of the whole heart; it 15ꝛkdͤ 
the beautiful companion of heavenly wiſdom, the "x an 


* 


inhabitant of the heavenly heart, who loveth God 1 
F and, all his creatures much, becauſe God hath for- _— 
\ 8 given him, much. Convinced that God hath love © | 


him, for his ſake. he loveth all God's creatures, = 
He is benevolent, beneficent, ready in every gar 

office, in every action, to do good with a .cordial 
good will to his friend or his enemy, and to prevent A 
Fe and oppreſſing his fellow - creature for a * 


ittle pelf, that if he has any anxiety, it is becauſe | 1 

his capital is not large enough to relieve their di- 
ſtreſſes, and increaſe their happineſs. Theſe are the 
moral effects of the goſpel doctrines upon the life 
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| and temper of a goſpelized man, and will always 1 
3 8 be admitted as the criterion of their goodneſs and 1 
1 truth. In theſe conſiſts the true imitation of Chriſt il 
1 Jeſus, in his moral character: this is the god- like o 


3 
r 


. ſpirit and morality of the goſpel: this is the priacely 
ſpirit of a truly moral man: this is the morality we 
plead for, and make the criterion of doctrines, while 
we caſt the for mer, with all its cluſtering plagues, to 
the bitterns. Let no man, therefore, charge the 


n 2 n _ 


orthodoæ with not preaching morality; for this is fi 
the noble morality they preach ; this is the heaven= 4 1 
born virtue they inculcate: a virtue, the brilliancy + a 

of which dazzles the eyes of the ſordid mole, the 8 

'y pelfiſh wretch, the ſelfiſh gripple, the earth-born b 
CY moraliſt, who knows no God but gold, nor any ” 
WM. devotion but in getting and ſaving it, and idola- | 
1 trouſly truſting in it; whoſe ſooty ſoul pays the — 
= ſame adoration to it in his iron cheſt, as if caſt into | j 
= 23 the form of a calf, and he worſhipping and bowing 8 
= before it. The ſtupor and infidelity of this man's } 
* 5 e mind, 

7 4 


* 
* „% ↄ˙ AA 


* 1 rr IS EIN 8 
1 


bee 


* mind, let his pretenees be what they ill, renders 
iim incapable of reſtraint, prompts him to prowl for 


more property, to uſe his talents, his learning, &. 
as monkeys do flails, to do miſchief, and laugh at 
de; indeed,” to oonceal their deſtrüctive defigns, 
they plead and roar for a ſuperficial morality, and'a 
fycophant charity, overlooking the true root of 15 
rmin 


Py uiibounded in heir wiſhes, nor able to det 


wherem more chem abet even infinite riches, 
is propoſed to the mind, to engage it to decline this 
evil, covetouſnefs, is by thoſe Pagans i in maſquerade 

trampled upon and extirpatedl. To erp Kt à fait 


bearing from ſuch, or to dream of a reformatiom in 


doctrine or manners from men thus igveloped if 

eovetouſnels, and fallen into a delirium, is Me ex- 
ing lions to keep Lent, or to live upon 

in ſight of the ſheep- fold. The language of thoſe 

maſqueraded infidels is, let us take care of ourſelves, 

and make the moſt of this world, for we know nor 


believe any thing of the next, Theſe fools have 


ſaid there is no Elahim, therefore are under no lav 
but hat they frame for themſelves. In this ſnare 
of their own making we leave them, with the higheſt 
confidence, that their homefpun ſyſtems of doctrine 
cannot diſentangle hem, nor their mate licht 


1710 


lead them out of it. 


% DI SUI dV! n ry 2 
5 2 e l n " ON CS > S 
{ Dn N TIC IT IC OT j "I, 8 


. 


5 
Pe 
<Y 1 


. 


(41) 


To the DUNCIAD, the BEDLAMITES at large, 
. the Critical and Lunatic REVIEWERS. 
"SILLS „„ Is | 
X A confidence in your {ſwollen abilities prompts 
\ me to think you will not thank a man of 
my ſize, when he tells you, he loves you; nor for 
addreſſing you: yet may you thank yourſelves for 
it; for you taught me this familiarity: what un- 
profitable affections you have purchaſed, this per- 
formance will diſcover. I have long been your 
pupil; and, if I have herein approved myſelf to 
you, it will perfect my ambition. I value nothing 
but, what the truly learned are inriched with, 
judgment and candour: how far you are inriched 
with both, the public mult judge. I have huddled. 
up a leſſon for your ſpare-hours ; it was born in 
ſuch a ſeaſon when I did not ſo much labour as 
play. If my patterning after your illuſtrious. ex- 
ample, in the liberties you have taken, has carried; 
me beyond my cue, it is, you know, a qelpals very. 
ordinary with me. Truth cannot be urged with 
too much ſpirit, ſo that I have not ſinned with 
reſpect to the thing itſelf; but the danger is, that 
my manner of treating you may be deemed to fall 
ſnort of that reverence I owe you; of this you 
yourſelves are the beſt judges; for you have read vo- 
Jumes enough to have made the inhabitants of a con- 
tinent wiſe ; or to have foundered their underſtand- 
ings. You have not only read, but ſeen the vanity 
of the world, the vanity, of books, the vanity of 
baſhawing it over your neighbours, &c. fo that if 
G you 


(42 ) 
vou are not wiſe, it muſt be owing to a fatality. 
This mult be the caſe with you or myſelf : for, you 
have been theſe five years paſt, cenſuring and cor-. 
recting my folly ; but, wonderful to tell! I am not 
mended, and ye are grown worſe. | 

It was a quere with Solomon, and argued' the 
ſupremacy of his wiſdom, What was beſt for a man 
to do all the days of his vanity, under the ſun ? If 
J have been ſo happy as to find that out, it has been 
by retrogradating your ſteps. #0 

I am not going to jeſt with you ; but to treat you 
with a freedom, equal to that ſaucineſs with which 
you have treated your ſuperiors: and, as you are 
not ſuperior to me, as a member of ſociety, I have 
a right todo ſo. I had, indeed, ſome debate with 
myſelf about this matter : but Homer's battle of the 
frogs and mice had the ſame pen with his Tliads : 
ſuch a deſcent I hold it, to conteſt with lunatics, after 
the delivery of inconteſtable truths. The readers 
will obſerve, therefore, that if J adminiſter bitters to 
the Reviewers, it 1s in a pil}, not in a paſſion, and 
when they know the ſtubbornneſs of the diſeaſe, they 
will commend the phyſic. I hate them not, any 
more than a ſhepherd does his dog, when he knocks 
his teeth out, to prevent his worrying. the ſheep. 
We beat ſpaniels and ſetters, not becauſe we hate 
them, but to teach them their proper buſineſs. If 
my diſcipline has this good effect upon the patients 
J have taken in hand, my end will be anſwered. 
My intention is not to put them to pain, for I would 
touch them tenderly, if their calloſity did not render 
a contrary. method abſolutely neceſſary ; i. e. I would 
treat them as tame animals, if their dragons fronts 
did not forbid ; I would treat them as men of ve- 
racity, if they had not recorded their own I**s 
I would treat them as gentlemen, if they had not 
forfeited that character by their ill manners; I would 
debate with them as learned men, if rhe traces of 

EO: learn- 
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learning were to be found in their performances: 
but, when we look for thoſe traces there, we are 


in the condition of the winged tribe, attending the 


Oſtrich for inſtructions and ſkill, to build their 
neſts. Inſtead of promoting learning, and reſtoring 
the true ſpirit of criticiſm, as they promiſed, they 
emit that, and fall ſcurrilouſly upon mens cha- 
rafters. Their grand plot ſeems to be againſt 
Chriſtianity and truth, and to club their barren 
brains to demoliſh both. In this they a& like In- 
dian buſh-fighters, who fire from their conceal- 
ments, kill, ſcalp. and run; or, like an Arabian 
banditti, who way- lay the honeſt traveller to rob 
him of his treaſure: ſo they conceal themſelves in 


darkneſs, to knock down and ſpoil every author, 


who dares write truth or common ſenſe: and, as 
Scythian dogs bark at the moon, ſo yelp they at 
their ſuperiors. I would diſtinguiſh the Critical 
from the Monthly, if there were any difference; 
but as they are all of the ſame hue ; or, as they are 
an united cabal of the blackeſt black, incorporated 
into one condenſed lump of darkneſs, roll'd anony- 
mous to an entire Dunciad ; ſo, I ſhall treat them 
as one man. And who is he, I pray? A name, a 
thing, and a nothing, a lunatic Reviewer, a malig- 


nant critic, who throws his javelins at randem, and 


away to the clouds, from whence he hurls his 
thunder upon the firſt head that comes within his 
view, and; when he has wounded it, he grins. One 
would think he had been in the Ganſa's litter; that 
he had been tranfplanted by. them to the moon, and 
the height had dizzarded him and rarified his brains, 
condenſed till now: for, in unideal, cloudy ſublimity, 
he obſcures himſelf, but ſpreads a baneful, ſtinking 
poiſon all around him. But, come thou babling 
domingo, thou - claſſical dunce, gird up thy loins 


like a man, I will demand of thee, and anſwer thou 


me. Why haſt thou taken thy creed from the 


G 2 7 claſſics, 
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claſſics, and emal thy vengeance on every one 


who has any other? Doſt thou underſtand the plan 


of the Heathen claſſic authors, that thou giveſt them 
the preference to Moſes, the prophets, &c? Haſt 
thou any conception of Chriſtianity, as reveaPdin the 
ſcriptures ? Or doſt thou know it to be a cheat, that 
thou ſhooteſt thy Porcupine quills at it? Art thou 
acquainted with the frame of the languages in which 


it was wrote? or knoweſt thou the evidences upon 


which it ſtands, and by which it is confirmed? To 
thoſe interrogatories I expect thou wilt have the 
modeſty to anſwer in the negative, or hold thy 
peace. Art thou a judge of books? If thou art, 
why are the beſt exploded, and the worſt recom- 
mended by thee? If thou art not, and ſurely that 
is thy caſe, why then doſt cenſure what thou doſt 
not underſtand ? Why haſt thou abufed gentlemen 
of the greateſt learning, of the greateſt knowledge of 
men and things; whom the univerſity of Oxford, 
and many of the learned world abroad, have paid. a 
deference to, for their learning and integrity. Thoſe 
thou haſt treated with. great inſolence and ill man- 
ners. Why? Becauſe they wrote in defence of re- 
velation, and Chriſtianity founded thereon; of 
which thou knoweſt no more than the wild aſs of the 
wilderneſs. 

Hence I can have no hg with the for myſelf; 
for thou haſt ignorantly placed me in good com- 
pany, amongſt whom 1 rejoice the more for having 
thy curſe. But how canſt thou look mankind in 
the face for ſtilting and puffing Taoaltbob, and 
others, which I will name at a fit time? In the 
height of his holy frenzy he complains as if ſome of 
the over-boiling zeal of the, Syſtematics, had ſcalded 
his ſhins; his charity urges him to revenge, and he 
ſpouts wild-fire at them. He ſeems to be a Myſtic 
or a Quaker, for he has thrown a condenſed gloom 
in _ us, from their dark fire world. Its noiſe 


and 
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und bellowing threatens worſe deſtruction that he 
complains of, and its aſtringency only prevents its 
burſting. This grumbling ſtroller from Epheſus 


wanders and roams, and while his own Dianians are 
about him, vaunts and ſtruts upon their ſtilts, 
roars like thunder, and breathes nothing ſhort of 
univerſal devaſtation. He has been ſo unuſed to 


the light, that the moment he gets upon the borders 


of Goſhen, it dazzles and puts his eyes out. He 
gropes and ſtaggers, he reels and tumbles, like a 
man intoxicated, He is for confounding night and 
day, and making an evening, that then, like owls 
who catch mice in the dark, he might pals for one 
of the diſcerning few. This limb of the Punciad 
ſeems to aim at unpope-ing the Pope, to take his 


ſeat, that he might have the whole power of perſe- 


cutipg in his own hands. After he has complained 
of galling yokes, ſyſtems of nonſenſe, ancient o- 
pinions, &c. and inveighed againſt every one; and 
every reſtraint to thinking, and doing what is right 
in his own eyes, pleaded indulgence for the ſame, 
and ignorantly commended the Quakers for this 
precious principle of theirs; he attributes the great 
event of the reformation by Luther and Calvin, 
whom he heartily hates, to chance, or to the power 


and politics of ſome great men, who happened to be 
in the ſame way of thinking with them. He next 


falls foul of the liturgy and its compilers, charges 


it and them highly, avers it retains the doctrine of 


tranſubſtantiation, ſays it is the ſame miſhapen, 
deformed and unfiniſhed creature it was, and that 
they nad only changed one Pope at Rome for another 
at Geneva; and with implacable malice and enmity 
againſt the Geneva Pope, blunders on, brandiſhing 
a two-edged ſword at random, ſcattering fire-brands 
and death, and breathes more fury againſt all ſy- 
ſtems, eſtabliſhments, &c. than ever 1 ſaw in their 
warmeſt defenders. Vet in his fury againſt ſyſtems, he 

„„ juſtifies 


e 


inſtances of this ſort, where thou haſt pencilled, 


* 
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juſtifies Servetus's ſyſtem of the trinity, and avers 
it to be conſiſtent with ſcripture. What is all this 
for? Why, to extirpate all eſtabliſhments, articles, 
homilies, liturgies, creeds, confeſſions, catechiſms, 
ſyſtems, and order, that he might cram his own 
down our throats, He / is ſadly afraid the civil 
magiſtrate ſhould inteymeddle in thoſe. matters; 
and, for fear he ſhould. be abridged in his free- 
thinking and acting, pleads the tenderneſs of his 
2 IE... 3 8 
He cenſures Luther, Calvin, Laud, Atterbury, 
Sacheverel, Bradbury, Pike, and Hitchin, for fools, 
tyrants, and papiſts; ſeems to put them all upon a 
level; and is extremely angry that their zeal is half 
ſo warm as his own. He next treats his reader with a 
forged quotation from Mr. Pike, and tho' he quotes 
the page, neither the words, the ideas, the ſentence, 
nor part of it, is to be found in the book. The 
ſyſtem hammer'd out at Weſtminſter in the laſt 
century, does not pleaſe him at all; the authors 
were men of fallible heads, and more fallible hearts; 
that is, they were not ſo wiſe, nor ſo honeſt as 
Taoaltbob. That catechiſm, the articles and liturgy 
of the church of England, its homilies, &c. ſmell ſo 
rank of Chriſtianity, that they all offend his delicate 


_ noſtrils. This is the hue of the man, and thoſe are his 


features whom the Dunciad has recommended for 
a beauty, and would perſwade his reader he is a 
man of huge learning, candour, and ſtrength of ar- 
gument, A wonderful fellow he is, indeed! his 
name is Grimes, and the ſpleen which moved him 
to publiſh, is very well known, Now, Snap, if 
thou haſt any honeſty, tell the world whether malice 
ſimilar to that which moved him to publiſh, did 
not excite thee to puff him off? I could multiply 


and deceitfully painted the fouleſt figures, to hide 
their deformity, and palm'd them upon the public 
Z 8 | h for 
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for n or thou hadſt not been an advocate for 
Judas Iſcariot, in thy account of Macknight's Har- 
mony, where tha excellency of his moral character 
is ſhewn. But this is not all; I could produce as 
many more inſtances, where thou haſt drawn thy 
black bruſh over the faireſt performances,” be- 
| ſmeared them to conceal their excellence, and preſent 
the world with a monſter. Why haſt thou mangled 
the faireſt characters, and miſrepreſented the beſt 
books, till the public miſtake the firſt, and their 
authors the laſt? Was it becauſe thy reſtleſs and 
implacable malice could not bear the truth they 
wrote? What have Meſſrs. Pike and Hayward -—_ 
that they muſt quit their profeſſions, and go t 
honeſt trades? When they are unfit for their 13 — 
functions, we will turn them into Reviewers: hüt, 
if they prove ſuch faithlefs bunglers as the Punciad, 
we will toſs them in a blanket, and break their 
necks : but, the firſt thing to do is, to get rid of 
_ thoſe we have: this; I think, ought to be done by 

ſending rhem'to ſpin Sſhing-nets, as the only proper 
province wherein they might ſhine: but, Fade 
make no better figure in that than in their Preſent 
ſtation, we will tols and ſcrag them too. 

Why, Snap, ſhould the dirty enthuſiaſts. of Little 

St. Helen's, excite thy wrath'? Doſt thou go there? 
If thou doſt, thou art a foul fellow: but whether 


thou doſt or not, thou deſerveſt to be flog'd for 


fibbing; for the people go there clean and well 
dreſs*d : if they did not, thou haſt no buſineſs with 
it, as a Reviewer, and it is only an excurſion of thy 
malice. But, if thou didſt at all underſtand what 


an Enthuſiaſt is, thou would'ſt know thyſelf to be 


more one ſthan any that go there. Who gave thee 
the privilege of ſkulking in darkneſs, and bellowing 


out thine imprimatur, and thy nonꝭimprimatur, vet 


canſt give the public no true account of what the 
books contain? Doſt know, Snap, what uſe rats 
I make 


they 
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make of their long tails? I will tell thee, Snap, 


and here is a piece of Natural Hiſtory for thee: when 
their maws are empty, and they are hunger · bitten, 


they dip them in filth, and ſuck them for ſuſtenance. 
When thou haſt an dd thoſe interrogatories, I 
have ſomething elſe to ſay to thee; but as thou art 
not worth my ſtay, will haſten to a cloſe. I will not 
be an advocate for all the authors thou haſt abuſed; 

for many of them I will; and, for puffing off many 
others, I treat thee with high contempt; and, till 
thy cubs creep out of their dens, and make them - 
ſelves known, I muſt treat you all as the hirelings 
of a bookſeller; the huckſters of infidelity; the 


pedlars of error; the brokers. of libertiniſm; the 


promoters of anarchy and confuſion; the bane of 


| lociety, and a common curſe to the public. 


What a condition are we in, to have our divinity, 
philoſophy, phyſic, politics, and morality, retaild 
to us through ſuch dirty hands, through ſuch con- 


taminated brains! This is worſe than an Index ex- 


urgatorius from Rome, or from ſcientific coblers, 
and ſcribbling Hebrew tay lors; as dangerous as a 
Scale of Firſt Principles from a rude and ignorant 
ſtocking framer, whoſe ſtupidity had not been mi- 
ſtaken for learning, if our Snaps had not ſtuff'd him 
with ſtraw, and ſet him in a blaze. 


they uſe them as the Dunciad do their pens, i. e. 


They are Hke a family totally tainted with the 


yuke, the Jeproſy, or the plague; they languiſh 


under dangerous ſymptoms : nay, diſeaſes ſimilar to 


thoſe at full height, domineer over them. If the 


contagion had only ſeized a few, its ſpread might 
be prevented, by taking care of them in a peſt- 


| houſe, or in Bedlam ; but, like the mange amongſt 


a flock of ſheep, it is communicable, and all that 
breathe in its baneful atmoſphere are contaminated. 


The ſick man is ſometimes cured by gaping and 


ſwallowing; but the more he ſwallows, here the 
worle, 


649 
worſe, till the medicament be altered, and the man's 
judgment ſet right, for he is in a Mania. 
They toſs the word Enthuſiaſt about, as if they 
knew the meaning of it: but, by their uſe of it, it 
appears they are as ignorant of it as a ſhepherd is 
of the twy- weſt point of the compaſs. They apply 
it to every man who, upon the higheſt evidence, be- 
lieves the ſcripture, or profeſſes Chriſtianity. This 
man cannot be an enthuſiaſt; but, the fool who re- 
jects the ſcripture and Chriſtianity for a law of na- 
ture, or for a Roman morality, is the very man; 
and here I give our Snaps the preference. For, if 
I were limited to an orchard, and miſtook the tree 
for the apple; inſtead of being nouriſhed by the 
apple, I might be choaked by the timber. The 
miſtaking one thing for another, the ſubſtituting the 
fruits of Chriſtianity, or a heathen morality, for 
Chriſtianity, has been as great a miſtake, as it would 
in tranſplanting, to miſtake the branches of the tree 
for its roots; and, how prepoſterous it would be to 
ſee a foreſt of oaks, &c. planted topſy-turvy, I 
leave the Dunciad to judge. | 
If the tranſcendent aſſes think themſelves roughly 
treated here, they may take what vengeance they 
pleaſe : but let them remember, they have. without 
reaſon, treatęd their bettqrs with fouler manners. 
Their conſciouſneſs, if they can think, and their 
pride, it is preſumed, will prompt them to pocket 
this quietly, in hopes the dirt they cannot wipe off, 
will wear out; but, in this they ſhall be miſtaken, 
till I have ſtopt or cured their ſaucineſs. The im- 
pudence of thoſe patrons for ſcandal, has prevented 
many a valuable performance ſeeing che light; while 
they prompted night- birds and crawling worms out 
of their obſcurity, to annoy us; for theſe they have 
encouraged : but if an author wrote truth or com- 
mon ſenſe, from their beginnings at him — ; | 
| 9 
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(50) 
So right their ſhaft was ſet, 
The grey gooſe-wing that was thereon, 
In his heart's blood was wet. 


Now, therefore, lift up thy voice, Snap, and aſk 


thy cubs (for they have ears, and long ones too) 


whether they have not miſtaken a few Pagan reliques, 
and Roman moralities, for truth and chriſtianity ? 
and, if they cannot anſwer thee, whip them, whip 
them ſtoutly; and, if that won't do, get at their 
brains, take ſoap and nitre, and waſh them: if that 
fails, turn them out of thy den, and ſend them to 
Siberia, that the fruits of their free-thinking may 


terminate on themſelves. The free thinking they 
. "plead for, conſiſts in having our thoughts ſubject to 


no rule, nor reſtrained by any : under this pretence 
lurks a fallacy: it is not their free- thinking, but 


their pertinacious babble, and impudent actions, 


which freely flow from their libertine thoughts, 


that is complained of. There needs no plea for 


free thinking; it is the privilege of every man, in 
which he cannot be interrupted, hindered, nor de- 
tected; therefore, if they mean no more than free- 


thinking, their babble about it beſpeaks them fools : 


but, by all that appears in their writings, it is certain, 


they intend to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of acting as freely 


as they think; and, their impatience at all reſtraint, 
beſpeaks them extremely bad men: for, ſuppoſe 


men were to bring into act all the treaſons, rebel- 


lions, thefts, murders, &c. which paſs through, 
and which the heart deviſes, and every man were to 
plead his privilege for this; what would be the con- 
ſequence? If they ſay this is not what they mean, 
let them tell us what they do mean; for, if they 
mean not this, they diſpute for nothing, and they 
are pleading for the poſſeſſion of what no man can 
diſpoſſeſs them. If I am in an impregnable fortreſs, 


and it be my own, how fooliſh would it be to enter 


1nto 
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into a babbling diſpute about my property in it? 
I have it, I hold it, let them take it from me that 
can: but, this is not the point with the Dunciad 
and the reſt of the free-thinkers. Their plea for 
free - thinking is only a pretext, ſimilar to a man's 
_ pleading the privilege of fire- arms, to defend him- 
{elf againſt his enemies, when his real deſign is to 
kill his neighbours. And, ſince they appeal to the 
moral effects of a doctrine, as the criterion of its 
truth and goodneſs, we appeal to the preſent man- 
ners of the kingdom, to corroborate our argument; 
for, ever ſince this P RECIOUs principle of free- 
thinking, and the right of private judgment, which 
is the ſame thing, has been roared from the pulpit 
and the preſs, the degradation of the peoples manners 
has rendered them unruly; and, when the brat is 
nurſed up to manhood, farewel to monarchy z 
magiſtracy muſt dwindle into a phantom, the ec- 
cleſiaſtics will be drag' d in halters to the pillory, and 
richly they deſerve it, if they nurſe this viper in 
their boſom any longer. me 75 
Free- thinking has a double aſpect; as it reſpects 
God, and as it reſpects ſociety: my thoughts are 
under a law to God; this reſpecting him is the 
council of the ungadly, Pl. i. the combination 
againſt God and againſt his Meſſiah, PL ii. Re- 
ſpecting ſociety, it is a republican cabal againſt all 
law, order, government, and good manners. The 
Devil was the firſt free-thinker, the firſt republican ;. 
and, his ſetting up the right of private judgment, 
and bringing it into act, againſt the law of his 
Maker, made him a Devil. Ever ſince he has 
been plotting againſt ſociety; and, his emiſfaries, 
by dexterouſly pleading his firſt principles in helliſh 
politics, have nearly ruined this kingdom. Al the 
abominations of Paganiſm, as well as all the ſuper- 
ſtitions of the church of Rome, howſoever they have 
ſince been impoſed as a yoke upon the conſcience, 
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ſprang originally from this free-thinking principle, 


from this pretended right of private judgment, 
breaking out in overt actions, at laſt declared in 
bulls, briefs, decrees, edicts, &c. for torture. Hence, 

to this day, ſpring all the villanies, &c: in ſociety, 
the imagination of man can deviſe. Hence ariſe 
wars, law-ſuits, thefts, murders, rebellion, treafon, 
c. &c. All the felons in our jails are free-thinkers, 


and but for that, and bringing their private judg- 


ment into act, had never been there. Could thoſe 
republican wretches get rid of the ſhackles of govern- 
ment, (for they have always the mob on their fide) 
they would plead their privilege in arreſt of judg- 
ment; this they all aim at, in oppoſing the laws of 
God and ſociety. The revelation of God is their 


grand object; next to that, to get rid of all eſtabliſh- 


ments founded thereon. How aſſiduous they have 
been, and how they have laboured to obliterate the 


evidences of the former, and to extirpate the latter, 


to introduce anarchy, confuſion and diſcord among 


us, and to rob us of truth, and of every privilege 


worth our contending for, the writings of the Dun- 
ciad ſhall witneſs. The whole drift of the Dunciad 
is, to unprinciple the minds of their readers, In 
proportion as that point is carried, and men are 
robb'd of their principles and become ſceptics, in 
the ſame proportion is the ſociety they belong to 
ruined: for, there are many who will cheat, who 


will not cut throats: there are that would debauch 


their neighbours wives and daughters, who would 
ſhudder at burning their houſes : but, ſhew me a 
man that has no principles; or, Fho having had 
principles, has ſuffer*d them to be deſtroy'd; I aſk, 
Where will he ſtop? What limits will reſtrain him? 
He tramples upon law, ſmiles at frontiers, mocks 
at magiſtricy, deſpiſes immortality; hell cannot 
right, nor heaven allure him. A cypher in ſo- 
ciety! No. A dangerous gulph, a whirlpool, a 


quick» 


Re YT 
quick - ſand, barren, curs'd, and. forſaken by all 
good men. If the Dunciad think this is putting 
them in too ſtrong a point of view; when they ex- 
plicitly tell the public what thoſe principles are 
which they would inculcate, beſides that of a general 
releaſe from all obligation, we will acknowledge it, 
and ceaſe to wonder at their diſpleaſure at the 
pictureſque authors. Theſe convey ideas, and pun- 
gent ones too; this is what the Dunciad hate: Li- 
bertiniſm, Libertiniſm is what they roar and write 
for. And, when they deny that the moral effects 
are as above, we will confront them with the dyin 
ſpeeches of ſome of their friends. The whole mob 
of the kingdom are on their ſide, and of their party, 
but their manners witneſs for us. N 
It would be but juſt in our libellers, to let us 
know their ſtandard of good writing, of taſte. and 
criticiſm; but their pallates have, I doubt, been ſo 
long vitiated with a claſſical lobloly, that they are 
not equal to the' taſk. They ſeem to be total 
ſtrangers to the true ſtandard of common ſenſe ; Yet 
ſet, up for illuminatees forſooth, and aſſume the 
office of directors; but have nought but a few fan- 
taſtical rules to judge when a man writes truth or 
falſhogd. This is the only reaſon that can be aſ- 
ſigned, why, ſince the critical and monthly libellers 
are agreed in the ſame general plan of oppoſition 
to Chriſtianity and its Author (but neither knowing. 
what they are about) differ ſo much in their accounts 
of the ſame book, the one giving us a fulſome 
panegyric upon that which the others treat with 
contempt. There are, indeed, certain authors, 
whoſe reputations their malice durſt not nibble, 
whom they have treated with common reſpect, 
while they have uſed others with the higheſt con- 
tempt, for maintaining with learning and candour 
the ſame cauſe. The Pictureſques they hate: 
Why ? Becauſe their own babble muſt fall before 
| them, 


* — A * De ® 


— 


(54) 


them, as Dagon before the ark. The man who is 


out of temper with the pictureſque manner of 
writing, ſhews himſelf a ſtranger to the elemenzs of 
language: for, if language be founded upon nature, 
as it really is, it muſt be pictureſque, or have no 
meaning, or at leaſt a very uncertain meaning. 
The man that ſees not this, let his ſtock of claſſical 
learning be what it will, is fitter for a Pimp than a 
Reviewer. All words, in all languages, in their 


true original etymology, are thus pictureſque, or 
convey only the uncertain vague ideas which cuſtom 


has ſtampt upon them. The Latin and* Greek 
languages afford us ſhameful proofs of this. In- 
deed, ſuch prattling tools who have only learnt 
languages by rote, and prate as parrots do, as they 
have been taught by the cuſtomary uſe of words, 
may object here, while every man of real learning 
will cenſure them for their ignorance. But there 
ſeems to be another reaſon why our malignants. 


_are ſo angry with the pictureſques, which is, . 
becauſe the Moſaic ſcriptures were wrote in that 
manner. 8 


Thus having briefly ſketched their hopeful plan, 


from the Devil to the gibbet, there we'll leave it; 


perfectly convinced, that the well-being of religion | 


ahd ſociety can no more conſiſt with their principles, 
than the drops of water\in a mop cap-be concentrated 


by twirling it over parched fallow land. 


But prithee, Snap, what have I done to thy cubs, 
that nothing I can write can pleaſe them? At firſt 
they ſplit my periods, perverted my ſenſe, and 
abuſed me perſonally : beſides that, ſome of them 
ſent me a forged citation, to appear before his 
Grace the late A—BP of Canterbury, to give 
an account of a pamphlet which they did not like, 
and of the reaſon of my addreſſing it to him. 


\ | was 


When I had obtain'd the ſureſt information that it 
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was an abſolute forgery, and tho? it was in my power 
to have diſcovered the authors of it, '1 roll'd it and 


them in the contempt they deſerved, and dropt it. 
Why have the public been amuſed four times by the 
Dunciad, with an account of my trade inſtead of my 
books? The public did not want to know that; and 
their underſtanding their own TRADES, as Re- 
viewers, no better than to meddle with mine, was 
a ſpecimen of their malice inſtead of their judg- 
ment, Becauſe I had fallen foul of a performance 

one of their mopfical favourites, which they had 
püff'd off as filled with life, ſpirit, learning, and 
truth; and becauſe I could find nothing there but 
Ignorance, impudence, dulneſs, and ſcurrility, they 


link me with a ſcientific cobler, with the author of 


the ſixth letter to the people of England, whom I 


know not, and call me a ſcribbling Hebrew taylor. 


It was, I own, unpardonable to knock one of their 


coxcombs on the head; it ſticks in their chops, they 


drivel at it; but ſpeak not out; nor ſo much as 
gnaw the margin of that pamphlet; they grin at it, 
and treat it as monkeys do a {witch, or as hounds do 
hot pottage, look, and ſmell, and lick, leer at the 
whip, and ſneak off, How is this? Have I cut 
their coxcombs too cloſe ? No, for they are callous. 


Are they afraid of their brains? They need not, 


for they are ſecured by thick walls. Are they 
afraid of the ſearing iron? No, ſurely, for they 
have uſed that themſelves, and are paſt feeling, ex- 


| cept when their pride is touch'd: that ſets their 
_ briſtles all aſtrut : but, if I cannot pluck them up 


by the roots, I will ſheer them cloſe next time, 
and with their empty heads and bare backs, ſend 
them to ſpin fiſhing-nets for their ſtipends. 


And here I will take my leave of them for the 


preſent, for I will not tread upon a worm, it is 
enough that he lies at my feet. One thing I 
2 | 


adviſe, | 
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EE * _ Itis a madneſs to cenſure what you don't under- 


PR” >  ftand; for, you leave your reaſon behind you when 
= vou go Beyond your apprehenſion, This, I think, 


= is good counſel; and, if I thought it would be 
= more acceptable from Oxford than from me, 
1 Would give it — in their language, 8 


9 
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13} | Tumpt not your ſtars beyond their light 
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